
Eighth Continent Quarterly

The Official Newsletter of the 
Madagascar Fauna and Flora Group

Autumn
2014

Executive Committee: Chair: Eric Miller, DVM  |  Vice-Chair/Conservation & Research: Ingrid Porton
Vice-Chair/Finance: Alex Ruebel, DVM  |  Vice-Chair/Administration: Andrea Katz  |  Vice-Chair/Strategic Guidance: Pete Lowry, PhD

Madagascar Program Director: Maya Moore  |   Research Director Karen Freeman, PhD

CONTENT             Page

MFG News                2-3

Spotlight on...
Aye-Ayes & Nepenthes      4

Research 
MFG Research Meeting    5-7
Living at Rendrirendry   8-9

Education
IZEA Conference             10

Capacity Building
Standards Workshop       11
 
Conservation
MFG at SEAZA       12

Member’s Corner
Taipei Zoo Turns 100        13

Photo Pick         14

Members         15

Follow our news and other 
updates concerning our work 
and Malagasy biodiversity on 
Facebook! Members are also 
invited to share their related 
information on our site.

www.facebook.com/
madagascarfaunagroup

Impressum: 

For membership inquiries, contact Dr. Eric Miller at REMiller@stlzoo.org. 

Dear friends and members of the MFG,

Following the successful MFG research workshop held in Saint Louis 
this past August, we would like to take the opportunity to emphasize 
recent developments in our research programme in this issue.  

The annual meeting and subsequent dedicated research workshop 
brought together many of MFG’s research partners (past and 
present) from a wide variety of disciplines to give us invaluable 
advice to develop our research directions over the next five years. 
MFG is very rich in terms of the experience and caliber of our many 
research partners and this meeting enabled us to capitalize on that 
expertise (photo of some below).  I’ll give you a brief overview of the 
findings and recommendations. 

We will also hear first-hand from Lana Kerker, a PhD student who 
has spent nearly two years working at Betampona Natural Reserve, 
about what it is like to live full-time at Rendrirendry (MFG’s 
research station located just outside the southwest corner of the 
reserve) and to work with our staff and guides. 

All the best,
 

Karen Freeman PhD
Research Director

Madagascar Fauna and Flora Group / Parc Ivoloina
BP: 442 (en face Hopital Manara-penitra) Morafeno, Toamasina (501)

Tel. Bureau: 020 53 30842, Tel. mobile: (0261)320510307, Email: mfgmad@moov.mg

MFG  c/o Saint Louis Zoo
1 Government Drive, St. Louis MO 63110 USA

Eighth Continent Quarterly, All Rights reserved. 



World Lemur Day 
October 31st was named World 
Lemur Day, and primatologist 
and festival organizer Professor 
Jonah Ratsimbazafy sends a 
special message on MFG’s wee-
kly radio program, “Whisper of 
the Eastern Rainforests”.  MFG 
held its celebration at Parc Ivo-
loina on November 15th.

New at the Zoo
A baby Prolemur simus, Varecia 
variegata twin babies, and a 
baby Eulemur flavifrons! (at right)
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New Aye Aye Home 
Completion of new Aye Aye 
enclosure thanks to funds 
from the San Diego Zoo. Duke 
Lemur Center Curator Andrea 
Katz is seen here checking it 
out from the inside!

Boots for Betampona! 
14 pairs of new boots for the 
Betampona team! Thank you 
so much to Dawn Pearson and 
Footwear Specialties! 
 
 

Madagascar Fauna and Flora Group
vous invite à celébrer le

le 15.11.2014 au Parc 
IVOLOINA

Nous vous offrons
Entrée gratuite toute la journée 

entre 9:00-17:00h
.

Kabary et animations 
à partir de 10:30h

.
Activités créatives 
pour les enfants

Profitez 
De l’ambiance naturelle du parc, sur les 

sentiers et les espaces pique-nique
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Festival Mondial
des Lémuriens

Les lémuriens sont en danger ! 
94% des espèces des lémuriens sont en voie de disparition.

Plusieurs raisons entrainent cette disparition, notamment la chasse, très fréquente  
à Madagascar. De plus, l’accélération de la déforestation, à cause des feux de brousse et 

de la pratique de la culture sur brûlis aggrave la destruction de leur habitat.



Special Visitors
This season saw many special 
visitors to the park, including 
Duke Lemur Center (above), 
the team of volunteers from 
Operation Smile, as well as 
Club Vintsy (see letter below).

Team SRI 
MFG staff gathered for a 
departmental day at the Model 
Farm to transplant rice using 
the SRI technique.

Paris Zoo Helps Fund  
Invasive Toad  
Eradication Study 
Paris Zoo gave funds to conti-
nue with further surveys to de-
termine the distribution of the 
invasive toad and to bring in 
experts from New Zealand to 
carry out a feasibility study for 
a possible eradication program.

Parc Ivoloina Tourist 
Website Updated
See the latest updates to the 
Parc Ivoloina website featuring 
translation in many languages.  
www.parcivoloina.org
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MFG News

Thank You Letter 
from Club Vintsy
By: Andrianalizah Bachasse 
Hertz Andriniaina
 “Mik’olo ny Miaina” is the 
WWF Club Vintsy chapter 
based at the veterinarian uni-
versity in Antananarivo.  This 
year, we have been focusing 
our program on reinforcement 
of knowledge on environmen-
tal issues and on raising public 
awareness.  To this end, we 
recently organized a one-week 
study trip to Parc Ivoloina.

The reason for this choice is 
that Parc Ivoloina and MFG 
provide such an interesting 
program as far as protecting 
and raising public awareness 

on the environment are con-
cerned. They have, for instance, 
an amazing environmental 
education center. 

The staff at Ivoloina make a 
great effort to satisfy their 
visitors, especially as far as 
infrastructure goes. The team 
gave us a very warm welco-
me. This experience was very 
special and the students were 
really satisfied with the vi-
sit.  We would like to express 
our heartfelt thanks to Maya 
Moore, Mamy Rakotondrazaka, 
and Bernard Iambana for all 
that they do for us and for the 
environment. We are looking 
forward to visiting you again 
in the future. 



Spotlight on
Fauna and Flora

The aye-aye is the world’s 
largest nocturnal primate. Due 
to its bizarre appearance and 
unusual feeding habits, it is 
considered by many to be the 
strangest primate in the world. 
Unusual physical characteristics 
include incisors that are conti-
nually growing (unique among 
primates), extremely large ears, 
and a middle finger which is 
skeletal in appearance.
 
Since a significant percentage 
of the aye-aye’s diet consists of 
insect larvae that dwell inside 
dead or living trees, the ani-
mals have evolved a specialized 
method for locating the larvae. 
As they walk along a branch or 
fallen tree trunk, the animals 
continuously and rapidly tap 
the wood with their middle 
finger. Cupping their huge ears 

forward, the aye-aye listens 
intently to the echoing sounds 
coming from the tapped tree. 
When the sound indicates they 
are above an insect tunnel, the 
animals begin to tear off enor-
mous chunks of the outer bark 
with their impressive teeth, 
until the insect tunnel is revea-
led. Then the aye-aye inserts 
its slender and highly flexible 
third finger into the hole, and 
when the prey is located, the 
aye-aye hooks the larvae with 
the tip of the finger, extracts 
and eats it.

The majority of their time is 
spent in the trees although they 
will also travel on the ground. 
Aye-ayes build elaborate nests 
in the trees, and sleep there du-
ring the day. Females produce 
a single infant every 2-3 years, 
and infants will nurse for up to 
two years. 

The aye-aye may be the most 
widely-distributed lemur in 
Madagascar, ranging north to 
south in eastern forests, and in 
the west and northwest. Howe-
ver it is very rare everywhere 
in its range.  The main threats 
to survival are loss of habitat 
and hunting pressure. Unlike 
many lemur species that are 
hunted for food, aye-ayes are 
sometimes killed as crop-thre-
atening pests in agricultural 
areas, and also because their 
bizarre appearance has traditi-
onally led many villagers to re-
gard the animal as an evil omen 
which must be killed on sight.  

IUCN Red List: Endangered

– 4 –

The Official Newletter of the 
Madagascar Fauna and Flora Group

Aye-Aye
By Julie McKinney 
Duke Lemur Center

A Carnivorous  
Pitcher Plant:
Nepenthes  
masoalensis 

Nepenthes masoalensis is a 
carnivorous plant belonging 
to the Nepenthaceae family.  It 
is endemic to the eastern part 
of Masoala peninsula, in the 
northeastern part of Mada-
gascar. 

It is one of two tropical pitcher 
plants native to Madagascar, 
and grows from 0-400 m alti-
tude. 

IUCN Red List: Endangered



The main drive of the research 
carried out at Ivoloina is con-
servation management oriented 
and encompasses subjects as 
wide-ranging as eco-agricul-
ture, forest restoration, ex-situ 
propagation of endangered 
species and conservation me-
dicine.

There is no way we could 
handle all of this on our own 
and MFG has cultivated an 
ever-growing and impressive 
array of national and inter-
national collaborators (from 
across three continents) to help 
us with our research goals. 
Carrying out important rese-
arch in their own right, these 
research partners also help to 
build capacity in-country th-
rough their collaborations with 
our own staff and counterpart 
Malagasy students (in the case 
of international researchers). 
We have good connections 
with some of the world’s lea-
ding institutions including the 
Zoological Society of London, 
Durrell Institute of Conserva-

MFG’s research programme has 
been evolving since 1990 when 
the first surveys of the lemurs 
of Betampona Natural Reser-
ve were completed by Charlie 
Welch to assess whether the 
site was suitable for setting up 
lemur conservation projects. 
Happily it was and the rest, as 
they say, is history! First led 
by Charlie and then helped 
along ably by Adam Britt, the 
research programme grew 
and grew. I took onboard the 
research coordination responsi-
bilities when I started as MFG’s 
Programme Manager in 2004 
to further diversify and expand 
our research activities. I then 
decided I would like to concen-
trate fully on the research as-
pects of my work and became 
Research Director in 2008.
 
Today there is a team of eight 
full time conservation agents, 
four research assistants and 
four guides at Betampona and 
our research has diversified to 
include a wide range of acti-
vities such as inventorying 
the amazing diversity of flora 
and fauna within the reserve, 
the control of invasive plants, 
remote sensing and mapping of 
forest cover and quality, stu-
dying climatic trends, moni-
toring rare species and much 
more. We have also in recent 
years been developing Parc 
Ivoloina more as a research 
site, working closely with the 
Natural Resource Management 
Institute (ISSEDD), which is 
part of Toamasina University. 
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MFG Research Meeting 2014 
By Karen Freeman, PhD

tion and Ecology, Paris Natural 
History Museum, Missouri 
Botanical Garden, California 
Academy of Science, Harva-
rd, Yale, Duke University and 
many more. 

As the breadth and depth of 
our research activities have 
increased the possibilities of fu-
ture directions we could follow 
seem to have expanded almost 
exponentially. MFG has always 
insisted that any research we 
are involved in has sound con-
servation management impli-
cations but that still allows for 
a huge diversity of projects and 
disciplines. With many exciting 
opportunities being introduced 
with every new research part-
ner getting involved but limited 
resources in terms of funds and 
staff it was becoming obvious 
that we somehow needed to 
rationalize our choices as to 
which lines of investigation to 
follow up. To this end, we deci-
ded that we needed a dedicated 
research meeting involving 
as many of our research part-



During the course of the mee-
ting we alternated between 
sessions of the group together 
as a whole and sessions where 
we split into smaller working 
groups loosely based on disci-
pline but with plenty of oppor-
tunity for people to move bet-
ween groups and contribute to 
other discussions. The idea was 
to maximize cross-discipline 
input wherever possible. A brief 
overview was written of what 
we considered we had a decent 
understanding of already and 
then each breakaway group 
wrote a shortlist of the largest 
questions or topics that needed 
addressing. Based on these 
discussions five topics were 
shortlisted as priority subjects 
(Fragments and Ecosystem 
Health; Human and Domestic 
Animal Encroachment; Human 
Dimensions; Small Popula-

ners as possible (past, current 
and prospective) so in August 
this year we held a three day 
working meeting at Saint Louis 
Zoo, directly after the MFG an-
nual Board meeting, dedicated 
entirely to discussing MFG’s 
research activities.

The aim of the MFG Research 
Meeting was to take stock of 
our current base of knowledge, 
work out what the major gaps 
are and prioritize those gaps 
according to their importance 
as far as conservation impact 
goes. The expertise in the 
room included vets, captive 
husbandry managers, a remote 
sensing expert,  an epidemio-
logist, a population geneticist, 
zoologists, herpetologists, 
botanists, primatologists, 
sociologists, an ichthyologist 
and pretty much any other sort 
of “ologist” you can possibly 
imagine! – 6 –
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tions; Invasive Species) with a 
number of suggested themes of 
future research listed for each. 
The whole group then got to 
vote (each person was allowed 
to pick their top three priority 
issues under each sub-section) 
to give an overall consensus of 
the themes that were conside-
red most important for targe-
ting future research and con-
servation directions. In brief 
the top three priorities for each 
sub-group were:

Fragments and Ecosystem 
Health 

1.Improving connectivity/corri-
dors between fragments

2.Maintain GIS monitoring 
– studying edge effects and 
quantifying the impacts of 
climate change 



plants, protein, wood, etc.) and 
understanding of ecosystem 
services

Small Populations
1. Meta-population manage-
ment
• Sifaka, Varecia, indri, aye 

aye
• Salanoia 
• Estimate carrying capacity?

2. Map high risk and endange-
red  species distributions
• Plants
• Amphibians
• Reptiles 
• Primates
• Carnivores

3.  Health and reproductive 
success
• Disease screening small 

populations
• Life histories and demogra-

phics

Invasive Species
1. Rats, dogs, cats, wildcats, 
Indian civet 
• How many, where, how 

often?
• Survey and ID additional 

invasive species

2. Plants 
• ID key areas for manage-

ment (guava, etc.)
• Remove guava & restore 

forest
• ID new areas from GIS for 

future restoration
• Restore - with what? Seeds 

from where?
• Be very careful replanting 

these areas in Reserve; need 
restoration ecologist so as 

3.Establish and maintain per-
manent monitoring plots

Human and Domestic 
Animal Encroachment
1. Policy regarding domestic 
animals in the reserve
• Capture and remove dome-

stic animals from within 
the reserve.  Talk to local 
people

• Whose responsibility? 
(MNP, MFG?)

• Talk to mayor and local 
people – warning if dogs/
cats are in the reserve that 
they need to be kept out

• Consider vaccination/spay/
neuter program

• Investigate local attitudes 
toward dogs/cats (Feral? 
Pets?)

2. Disease transfer, domestic 
animals to endemic fauna (pa-
rasites)
• Carnivores
• Micro-mammals
• Also important to small 

populations

3. Vaccination program for 
livestock (chickens, pigs, etc.)

Human Dimensions
1. Investigate community 
perception towards MFG inter-
ventions (for example: distribu-
tion of bean and corn seeds as 
incentive in forest restoration 
project)

2. Availability in access to he-
alth care and family planning 
for communities surrounding 
Betampona
3. Investigate exploitation of 
forest resources (medicinal – 7 –
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not to change structure of 
forest

• Monitor existing guava – 
be proactive in naturally 
disturbed areas (eg. post 
cyclone damage) to prevent 
new areas becoming inva-
ded

3. Disease monitoring / vectors 
of disease

And this is just the short list 
so I think we have enough to 
be getting on with! We have 
already been able to incorpo-
rate some of these priorities 
into our research planning for 
2015 by setting aside funds for 
carrying out a thorough lemur 
and carnivore census across 
the reserve, planning further 
studies on invasive plants, 
assessing data already collected 
from the botanical plots alrea-
dy established in the reserve, 
planning further disease trans-
fer studies, improving the pre-
cision of remote sensing maps 
of the reserve and surveys of 
outlying forest fragments to 
name just a few. 

We are also currently working 
on developing a 5 year research 
and conservation strategy for 
MFG based on the findings of 
the research meeting.  We are 
incredibly grateful to all tho-
se who gave up their valuable 
time to participate in the mee-
ting and to allow us the benefit 
of their expertise to help steer 
our future priorities. Rest assu-
red we are taking your advice 
very much to heart!



1) Take a taxi-brousse from 
Tamatave to Anosibe.  This trip 
can take anywhere from 1.5 
to 3 or more hours depending 
on the vehicle and its state of 
disrepair.  

As with all field sites, living in 
Rendrirendry and working in 
Betampona is a mixed bag of 
pros and cons; costs and bene-
fits.  I have conducted research 
at several field sites and can ea-
sily say that, for me, the bene-
fits greatly outweigh the costs 
in this serene, picturesque 
corner of the world.  Since 2007 
I have lived in Rendrirendry 
and worked in Betampona for a 
total of 23 months researching 
the ecology and behavior of 
indri (Indri indri) and diademed 
sifaka (Propithecus diadema) 
in Betampona.  My first trip 
lasted 9 months and I recently 
returned from my Ph.D. disser-
tation field work which totaled 
14 months.  I was very happy 
to find that new solar panels 
had been installed between 
my first and second trip so it 
is now possible to keep small 
electronics charged.  Another 
nice surprise was the ability to 
check email, albeit very slowly, 
from the edge of the rese-
arch station.  This was a very 
cost-effective way to stay in 
touch with friends and family 
while being away for so long.

Getting to Rendrirendry from 
Tamatave can be a bit unpredic-
table and challenging.  As long 
as the weather is cooperative 
and no vehicles break down, it 
is quite scenic, though.  

For those of you who have not 
made this journey, here it is in 
brief:  
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Living and Working at Rendrirendry
By Lana Kerker, PhD candidate

2) Unload all items and trans-
port them across a river in a 
dugout canoe.

3) Board another taxi-brousse 
(as long as one is available) 



My gite overlooked Betampona.  
The view was always bre-
athtaking.  Groups of bamboo 
lemurs (Hapalemur griseus) and 
brown lemurs (Eulemur  fulvus 
albifrons) were visible from my 
front door several times a week 
and I could hear indri calls 
from my gite almost daily (that 
is, when I wasn’t in the forest 
observing them).  

Rendrirendry is just outside 
of the reserve limits so the 
commute to the “office” each 
day was not far.  Once inside 
Betampona, my study groups 
were anywhere from 1-5 km 
from the reserve boundary 
so that posed a challenge but 
other research projects are 
quite possible in the secondary 
forest just inside the reserve.  
When I had to follow groups 

from the river crossing to the 
village of Fontsimavo.  This 
section is a bit quicker if a 
taxi-brousse is nearby and can 
generally be completed in un-
der an hour.

4) Walk 4km from Fontsima-
vo to Rendrirendry.  This is 
the most beautiful part of the 
journey as the footpath crosses 
several streams, traverses rice 
fields, goes through several 
villages and ultimately ends at 
Rendrirendry, a basic but cozy 
research station.

Rendrirendry resembles many 
other Malagasy villages but the 
MFG agents take great care in 
its upkeep. It has a central buil-
ding for cooking and working.  
Researchers live in traditional 
Malagasy huts called “gites” 
made from Ravenala leaves.  

– 9 –

ResearchThe Official Newletter of the 
Madagascar Fauna and Flora Group

that were more than 3 or so km 
from Rendrirendry, my team, 
consisting of 2 MFG guides 
(Cel and Doxy) and a Malagasy 
research counterpart, would 
camp at specifically designated 
campsites within the reserve.  
I was always amazed at how 
quickly everyone was able to 
set up a campsite from next to 
nothing!  

The one thing that makes wor-
king in Betampona and living 
in Rendrirendry so memorable 
is the people who live in and 
around the research station.  
The MFG agents, guides and 
their families are all extremely 
friendly, helpful and knowled-
geable.  It feels very much like 
a second home and I am loo-
king forward to my next trip 
back.
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IZEA Conference 2014
Ocean Park Hong Kong and Exchange Visit in Taiwan
By Nirina Rakotomalala, MFG Environmental Education Program Manager

Educators from 159 zoo and aqua-
riums from around the world 
flocked to Hong Kong Ocean Park 
this past September to attend the 
22nd biennial International Zoo 
Educators Association (IZEA) 
Conference. 

More than 30 countries and 105 
zoological institutions were repre-
sented at the conference, providing 
an incredible mix of insights and 
experiences reflecting a diverse 
zoo community committed to 
utilizing zoo-based education as 
a tool to benefit wildlife and wild 
places.

This was my first time traveling 
abroad and the trip really allowed 
me to enhance my understanding 
of zoo-based education. Other 
than my presentation in Hong 
Kong, I was invited to talk about 
MFG’s programs in Environmen-
tal Education and Research at the 
Taipei Zoo and the Endemic Spe-
cies Research institute in Taiwan.  

This experience hugely motivated 
me to bring improvement of our 
programs. Now, I am working to 
review our education program in 
order to orient it through impact, 
especially when we talk about our 
monitoring and evaluation system.

I would to thank everyone who 
made this trip possible for me, 
especially to the IZEA for the 
scholarship to attend the conferen-
ce, the Taipei Zoo for inviting me 
to their zoo, and the Isle of Wight 
Zoo for their precious assistance 
during the preparation of this trip.
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While there are two officially 
recognized zoos in Madagascar 
(Parc Ivoloina and Tsimbazaza), 
there are a number of privately 
run tourist attractions that 
house animal collections (just 
13 are currently approved by 
the government although many 
more exist), notably lemurs but 
other endemic and endangered 
taxa as well.  MFG was very 
proud to host a one week 
training workshop organized 
by the Ministry of Ecology, 
Environment and Forests 
(MEEF) for these institutions. 

This was the first such 
workshop kind to ever be 
held in Madagascar. Thirty-
five participants from 16 
private animal parks across 
Madagascar, including Lemuria 
Land in Nosy Be and Kimony 
Resort in Morondava, attended 
the training, as well as the 
dean and six students from the 
vet school in Tana.

The objectives of the training 
were to improve captive animal 
care across all institutions in 
Madagascar.  The training also 
highlighted the role that zoos 
can play in the conservation 
of endangered species, and 
the potential for exchanges 
amongst populations, if “Best 
Practices” can be met. 

Presenters and trainers 
included Professor Jonah 
Ratsimbazafy (Secretary 
General of GERP), 
RAMAROKOTO Roger from 

Parc Tsimbizaza, Justin Claude 
from Association Mitsinjo in 
Andasibe, and two Malagasy 
veterinarians (Tsanta from 
Durrell and Haja from 
Ambatovy).  

While the emphasis was on 
lemurs, partner organizations 
also presented on tortoises 
and birds (Durrell), reptiles 
(Lemury SARL/Croc Farm), 
and amphibians (Association 
Mitsinjo).

Topics included:
• Enclosure conception and 

enrichment
• Evolution of zoos and 

their involvement in 
conservation

• Hygiene
• Animal health in general
• Diet
• The importance of good 

record keeping and animal 
collection plans

• Biosecurity

All workshop participants 
received certificates of 
completion. This will allow 
MEEF to better enforce 
regulations ensuring that parks 
meet standards set by the state.  
Another workshop is scheduled 
for 2015 to be held in Tana and 
will be organized with the help 
of EAZA. 

Captive Animal Standards Workshop with MEEF

Capacity Building 

Tsimbazaza Director & Curator



Dr. Eric Miller (MFG Chair) 
and Maya Moore (MFG 
Program Director) were invited 
to Taiwan and the Taipei Zoo 
at the end of October to present 
on MFG’s conservation work at 
the annual SEAZA Conference.  
More than 200 participants 
from 21 different countries 
attended the meeting, including  
representatives from EAZA, 
AZA and JAZA member 
institutions.  

The theme of the conference 
was the “One Plan Approach”, 
integrating in situ and ex situ 
conservation work.  A total 
of 52 oral presentations and 
21 posters were presented by 
various scientists, scholars 
and staff from zoological 
institutions.

MFG embodies the One Plan 
Approach in several ways.  
For example, through MFG’s 
collaboration with Madagascar 
National Parks, we are working 
to protect endemic species 
in their native habitat at 
Betampona Reserve.   

At Parc Ivoloina, MFG has 
an ex situ lemur conservation 
program and is starting 
to develop an amphibian 
conservation program as well.  

The 2013 Lemur Action Plan 
expresses the need for such ex 
situ programs in addition to 
in situ conservation in order 
to maintain genetically viable 
lemur populations. 

The first Strategy for the 

Conservation of Malagasy 
Amphibians (2008) also 
recommended establishing 

in-country breeding programs 
for some of Madagascar’s most 
endangered frog species.

The Official Newletter of the 
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MFG at SEAZA and the One Plan Approach

Conservation in Action

Top: Eric Presenting at SEAZA | Above: Eric, Maya and Dr. Jason Chin 
(Director of the Taipei Zoo)  with Chinese Pangolin



MFG’s newest managing 
member, the Taipei Zoo, 
celebrates 100 years of 
conserving both endemic and 
exotic biodiversity.  Established 
at Yuanshan Park in 1914, it 
later relocated to its new site in 
Muzha in 1974. 

Since its relocation 40 years 
ago, Taipei Zoo has been 
immersed in the open display 
and education about animal 
habitats; in recent years its 
commitment to conservation 
and sustainable development 
has made it a modern zoo. 

The functions of the zoo 
have also evolved—from 
simple public entertainment 
to environmental education, 
combining the four major 

functions of conservation, 
education, recreation and 
research. The zoo has even 
become an internationally 
renowned wildlife conservation 
center. 

Taipei Zoo sees “animal 
diplomacy”, with conservation 
at its core, as an important 
mode of two-way diplomatic 
communication and 
collaboration with different 
cities around the world. 

For instance, Gold Coast, 
Taiwan’s sister city in 
Australia, sent a pair of 
Australian koalas to Taipei 
Zoo, not only to act as 
“goodwill ambassadors,” 
but also to expand koala‘s 
extraterritorial conservation 
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Taipei Zoo Turns 100!

territory. Taipei Zoo has also 
sent animals from their focused 
conservation species abroad 
to other MFG members—for 
example, pangolins to the 
Leipzig Zoo in Germany and 
the Ueno Zoo in Tokyo, Japan. 

The hundredth anniversary 
of the zoo is something to be 
proud of. In the course of a 
century, Taipei Zoo has been 
successfully transformed from 
a traditional entertainment 
institution into a national 
animal conservation and 
educational center. 

The professional team and 
core accomplishments have 
gradually reached international 
standards, and it is now 
recognized as a world-class zoo.
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Photo of Varecia variegata with pumpkin



CONSERVING MALAGASY BIODIVERSITY

THANKS TO THE MEMBERS OF MFG 

Managing Members
Lemur Conservation Foundation 
Zoological Society of London 
Missouri Botanical Garden
Duke Lemur Center 
San Antonio Zoo 
Saint Louis Zoo
San Diego Zoo 
Cologne Zoo
Naples Zoo 
Zoo Zürich
Taipei Zoo

These institutions pay annual dues which contribute to the 
operating costs of the MFG’s many efforts in Madagascar. If you 
would like to learn more about becoming a member, please contact  
MFG Chair Dr. Eric Miller at REMiller@stlzoo.org 
or Vice-Chair Ingrid Porton at ingrid.porton@gmail.com

Sponsoring 
Members
Hogle Zoo

Leipzig Zoo 
Isle of Wight Zoo 

San Francisco Zoo
Cleveland Metroparks Zoo

Contributing 
Members
Paris Zoo 
Ueno Zoo 

Akron Zoo
Seneca Park Zoo 
Indianapolis Zoo

Dickerson Park Zoo
The Living Rainforest
Allwetterzoo Münster 
Cango Wildlife Ranch 

Tropical Butterfly House  
South Carolina Aquarium


