
Heading  from Northeast  to 
Southwest in Madagascar 
accompanied by 300 Stars
                               by Dr. An Bollen

It would take 4 days and 1300 kilometers of 
hard travel to get 300 radiated tortoises from 
Parc Ivoloina near Tamatave to Villages des 
Tortues, Mangily near Tulear. Our mission 
was one that I will remember for a long 
time.  

Why this arduous journey for people and 
tortoise? Because of illegal trade and with 
no other options, the Parc has had to take 
in far too many confiscated tortoises. The 
overpopulation along with the high humidity 
of Eastern Madagascar contributes to fungal 
infections and parasites. Likewise, it is 
difficult to find enough food high enough 
in fiber for the tortoises’ tastes. And so for 
many years Parc Ivoloina has been looking 
into options for a better home for this variety 
of starred tortoises with no success. 

Recently, however, MFG contacted the 
Village des Tortues in the Southwest to see 
if they would be in favor of a transfer of the 
majority of our tortoises. Wonderfully, they 
were. The Village des Tortues is a respected 
refuge centre for mostly confiscated 
tortoises. Even better they are located in 
the midst of the former home range of the 
species and thus offers the ideal climate 
conditions and food. The enclosures are a 
very natural environment for them and thus 
better home to grow up and grow old.  

Five of us headed out on this cross-country 
venture: our head keeper Georges, our 
tortoise keeper Beny, our driver Freddice, 
our cameraman Mamitiana, and me. We 

were to spend a whole week together ‘on the 
road’ there and back. 

Mr Freddice Constand has a 30-year-old 
four wheel drive Mercedes truck inherited 
from the German army. He transported us 
and the tortoises over the National Road 5 
and 7. 

Our mission certainly did not go unnoticed. 
We were stopped no less than 44 times on 
the way by police, gendarmerie, and army. 

It was a road trip during which one 
inevitably has to recognize the many faces 
of Madagascar in terms of landscapes, 
houses, hairstyles, dress code, traditions, 
and dialects. We could only marvel in 
wonder and appreciate the diversity. Over 
those 1300 km we crossed 4 of the 6 
provinces of Madagascar, about 8 regions,  
and 10 different ethnic groups. 

Our 300 ‘star’ friends were regularly 
checked every 200 kms. Feeding, watering, 
and cleaning - often under the eyes of a very 
curious audience. Four full days in the truck. 

At our arrival in Tulear, we participated in a 
meeting on tortoise conservation problems 
and solutions with a large delegation 
present. The following morning, we had 
an official ‘hand over’ ceremony in Tulear, 
during which MFG symbolically handed 
over one of the tortoises to the Regional 
Director of Environment and Forestry 
Atsimo Andrefana. He then passes it on to 
Mr Bernard Devaux, the person responsible 
for their lives at Village des Tortues.  
 
We completed the last 2 hour stretch of 
dusty road in the company of 
several national and 

regional authorities. As soon as we arrived 
at the Village de Tortues, we unloaded each 
tortoise one by one. Every single animal 
received an isobetadine disinfectant bath 
and was then carried to their four brand 
new quarantine enclosures. We were very 
pleased to see that none of them showed 
signs of weakness. To the great joy of the 
MFG team, the large tortoises immediately 
started devouring the raketa (Opuntia 
cactus) as if they have never eaten anything 
else! Delighted, we were so glad to see they 
had returned to their home range and to 
know they are in good hands. 

At sunset, we celebrate with a swim in the 
Canal de Mozambique and drink a cocktail 
to toast the tortoises’ health. Up early the 
next morning, we head back the long road 
that separates us from Tamatave where other 
conservation challenges await us.

Meanwhile, we hear in the news that 
more radiated and spider tortoises are still 
being poached out of their natural habitat. 
A continuing reminder that the fight for 
conserving tortoise species, both radiated 
and spider varieties is far from being over. 

We continue to urge everyone living or 
visiting Madagascar to not eat or buy 
tortoises to keep them as pets. It is illegal 
and puts this unique, endemic species at risk 
in the wild. Help us to pass on that message 
with your own voice and your support! 

And thanks to that support, there was a 
happy ending for these confiscated tortoises. 
As you read this, you can know they are 
happily grazing back home. 
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Teaching English  
in Ivoloina 
                    by Joyce
During my conversations with friends or 
family when the subject of volunteering 
came up I usually commented,  “Sorry, but 
it is not for me.”  However, if I ever did 
contribute my time freely it would be in the 
field of health care, which is my passion 
and in which I have been a life long learner. 
Well, as I have heard many times, life is 
full of surprises and, amazingly, I have 
become a volunteer English teacher with 
the Madagascar Fauna Group. 

Recently, some of the employees at Parc 
Ivoloina expressed an interest to learn 
English and MFG Program Director Dr. 
An Bollen sent requests to her resources 
in Tamatave asking for assistance. While 
trying to learn French I have discovered 
how difficult it is to learn a new language. 
Thus, I respected their desire to take on this 
challenge. Before making my decision, I 
was invited on an intensive daylong tour in 
Parc Ivoloina and witnessed the fascinating 
work that the team does in reforestation, 
biodiversity conservation, and lemur 
protection. I was impressed and pleased to 
see the positive effects of team dedication 
so I happily made my decision to contribute 

some of my time to help people learn.
 
There were 12 men interested in the 
lessons whom we decided to divide into 
two groups and meet on Thursdays for 
a 1.5 hour session each. This allowed us 
to accommodate the work schedules of 
everyone and especially keeping in mind 
the meal times of the lemurs.

Teaching is focused on learning and 
understanding simple phrases and 
responding appropriately. Some of 
the men, who have a good base in the 
language, choose to carry on an everyday 
conversation to build on their vocabulary 
and increase their level of confidence. 

In our learning environment the beauty of 
nature and occasional calls of the lemurs 
surround us. At Parc Ivoloina, we enjoy 
a relaxed ambience; we are able laugh 
at ourselves and help each other with 
translations. I strongly encourage the 
importance of speaking slowly, clearly 
and respectfully - whatever your native 
language is.

I wish to give credit to Dr. An Bollen of 
Parc Ivoloina who has been considerate and 
supportive of those dedicated employees in 
their desire to communicate better with the 
English speaking community. And to say 
misaotra, merci, and thank you for giving 
me a chance to enjoy the beauty of nature 
and experience the rewards of volunteering.
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Ivoloina and GRENE ‘Live’ 
Lemurs Present at the 
Mahanoro Basesa Festival

Every year the Regional Tourism Office of 
Tamatave (ORTT) organizes some festivals 
to promote tourism of the nearby towns, 
such as Mahanoro, South of Tamatave. 

Given that the year 2010 is the International 
Year of Biodiversity, MFG was invited and 
asked to give a speech on the importance 
of biodiversity conservation with regards 
to tourism promotion during the Mahanoro 
Basesa Festival 14-15 September 2010. 

It was also suggested that we join the 
‘carnaval parade’. For this we contacted 
our colleagues from the Club Varecia at 
GRENE, the University of Tamatave to give 
us a hand. They made fabulous costumes of 
the black and white ruffed lemur, a sifaka, 
an aye aye and a ring-tailed lemur. 

Needless to say, their presence did not 
go unnoticed. They were the stars of the 
day and reminded everyone of the unique 
Malagasy biodiversity for which most of 
the tourists actually come to the island. 

Madagascar Fauna Group Getting More and More 
Involved in Tourism



MERCI AU CLUB VARECIA POUR LEUR
PARTICIPATION AU FESTIVAL DE BASESA

2e Edition Mahanoro – 14-15 Sept 2010



World Tourism Day 2010 
at Ivoloina

This year, Tamatave was chosen as the city 
to celebrate the national World Tourism 
Day Celebrations for Madagascar from 
25-27th September 2010. The theme of 
this year is ‘Tourism and Biodiversity’ 
and the ORTT therefore chose to open 
the celebrations at Park Ivoloina. We 
were honored to welcome the Minister of 
Tourism, the representative of the Minister 
of Population, the mayor of Toamasina and 
the Regional Director of Environment and 
Forestry at our Park. 

After a word of welcome at the 
Environmental Education Center (CEE)
they were shown around by our managers 

in the Zoo. The Minister of Tourism who 
saved two nocturnal lemur species from 
bushmeat threat last year (see previous 
newsletter) baptized them with her name 
in front of the cameras. After this, they 
stepped into the pirogue for a ride to 
the observatory where they could taste 
products from our Agricultural Model 
Station and have a look at our wild duck 
population. Christian then showed them 
the demonstration parcels of the vegetable 
growing along with the composting. 

To finish the morning they were invited to 
our Ivoloina Conservation Training Centre 
(ICTC) for a little tour and a cocktail 

offered by the Club de Chef and our own 
team. The Minister gave a very encouraging 
speech at the end and congratulated us on 
the progress made in the Parc. 

On the 26th in the evening, MFG organized 
a special nocturnal visit to see the aye 
aye, dwarf and mouse lemur, as well as 
the tomato frogs (who were very much 
hidden). We offered a live rat to the boas, 
but after 40 minutes of suspense and thrills 
without successful hunt, we continued on 
to our insect light trap for a glimpse at the 
existing microcosmos. The evening was 
finished at the ICTC dining hall with a 
local Malagasy dinner and cold beer.



High level visitors at Ivoloina
September 2010

Directeur General Forets, Ministere Environnement et Forets
Antananarivo, Mr Julien Noel  Rakotoarisoa

JMT 2010: Ministre de Tourisme Irene ANDREAS, DG Ministere Population, 
PDS Toamasina Mario Rakotovao, DREFT Atsinanana Richard BODA



Director General of Forestry 
Visits Parc Ivoloina

As shown on the previous page, 
on Sunday 19th September 2010, 
the DG of Forestry Mr Julien Noel 
Rakotoarisoa visited our Parc Ivoloina 
with his family during his holiday. He 
was actually planning a beach holiday 
in Foulpointe but he was interested in 
stopping by, so he spent almost the full 
Sunday in the Parc. 

He was particularly interested in our 
freeranging lemurs and the greater 
bamboo lemur for which we signed 
a collaborative agreement early this 
year. He was impressed with the 
range of pedagogical tools present at 
the Environmental Education Centre 
(CEE) and also looked in greater detail 
to our reference collections in the 
laboratory. 

We thank him for his visit and his 
support. 

Vohilava: New Market Place
A new market place was recently 
opened near Parc Ivoloina where 
farmers can sell their local products. 
What was very interesting for us is 
that our ‘model’ farmers who follow 
agro-ecology training at MFG given 
by Christian Rambeloson are now 
selling their newly grown vegetables 
there now. This is very encouraging to 
see. One of our farmers has so much 
success that he does not even need to 
go to the market but instead the buyers 
go directly to his land to buy! 

Aye Aye and Two Tenrecs 
Sleep in the Same Nestbox 
For several months now we have 
noticed that two tenrecs wake up about 
the same time as Dosy our 17 year old 
aye aye and leave the enclosure for 
their nocturnal wanderings. 

The small tenrecs get through the wire 
mesh quite easily.  Clearly Dosy does 
not seem to mind and might actually 
enjoy the company.  The cooperative 
spirit of Parc Ivoloina even seems to 
foster a setting for unusual friendships!

Over 70 Wild Ducks 
at Lake Fulgence
Near our observatory on the way to the 
waterfall, one can now easily have a 
close look at a group of wild ducks and 
their young. 

We counted at least 70 individuals 
but believe there are more. In 2005 
when some desperately needed repairs 
were done on the Lake Fulgence dam, 
the water level completely dropped. 
Following this, the ducks temporarily 
left the Parc. They have been coming 
back in greater numbers every year. 
They are quite noisy and seem very 
much at ease. 

Olives from Ivoloina: 
Our New Formula Works! 
Every year we have huge olive 
production in the park. We have tried 
different formulas 2 years in a row but 
the acid taste was hard to get rid of. 

Christophe den Biggelaar, our agro-
ecology specialist and advisor sent 
some new recipes to Veronique, who 
is in charge of our ICTC (Ivoloina 
Conservation Training Center)  
laboratory. 

Apparently the new formula of extra 
washing in water and adding salt 
solutions worked perfectly because 
only after one month of preparation all 
the prepared olives are sold out! 

The taste is very pleasant while still 
very unique to the island (or ‘gasy’ - 
short for Malagasy) as it is not similar 
to the world famous Mediterranean 
olives. 

We now wait impatiently for the next 
season. 



A Festival of Storytellers 
Passes through Ivoloina 
Storytellers from Tamatave, Sainte 
Marie, Tana and France chose Ivoloina 
to start their festival on the 5th 
September 2010. The festival is funded 
by the Alliance Francaise with whom 
we have worked before on several 
occasions for awareness raising events. 

The audience consisted of visitors from 
the Parc, tourists, and Malagasy people 
living around the park. Stories were 
told and displayed both in French and 
Malagasy accompanied by traditional 
music. Many were inspired by old 
legends and had nature elements in 
them. 

At the end of the day, our dearest Mme 
Marceline from Radio Ankwai told 
‘Miantso an Ala’ – the story of a young 
girl who grew up in the forest raised 

by the animals. The children from the 
village of Ambonivato were the actors 
of the play - much to the joy of their 
parents and neighbors. 

It was a beautiful sunny day with lots 
of creativity in the air! Thanks to the 
organizers for their enthusiasm!

Jerome Catinaud, Veterinary 
Volunteer for Two Months
                            by Jerome
“The flight to Antananarivo will 
be delayed.” “Hello, An? Jerome’s 
speaking... I’m going to be late...” 

That’s was the first contact! And 
finally, after traveling for fifteen hours, 
five hours of delay included, I reached 
Ivoloïna. As always, a kind of magic. I 
say, “as always” because it’s not my first 
experience as a veterinary volunteer 

in Africa. After serving in the Congo 
forest with the NGO Help Congo and 
then in the steppe of the Republic 
of Djibouti with the NGO DECAN 
(Découvrir et aimer la nature), MFG 
and the Muséum d’Histoire Naturelle 
in Paris chose me to help out at the 
park Ivoloïna following the regretted 
departure of Fidy.

Our special mission, with the help of 
the zoo keepers, is to do a close follow 
up of the courtship between Bekily 
and Eddy, the new couple of Prolemur 
simus at the Parc. Why are they so 
important? We have to keep in mind 
that this species is the most endangered 
on the island of Madagascar, with only 
300 individuals left in the wild, and 
only 20 animals outside that is divided 
in two populations: one from Europe 
and one from Africa. In this respect, 
the recent transfer between one female 
from Parc Zoologique de Paris and 
one male from Ivoloïna will be able to 
reinforce the genetic diversity of the 
zoo population and to decrease the risk 
of inbreeding.

So part of my mission is to ensure 
reproductive success in the zoo 
conservation program, evaluate their 
nutrition at Ivoloina, and provide 
medical follow up. More detailed 
observations will be carried out to better 
understand the social organization of 
the species. So, that’s our daily work 
plan for the next two months. I hope 
I can be useful to the team who does 
most of the work.
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Asbury Park Kids Do 
Lemonade for Lemurs!
 
It began this way in an e-mail: 

Dear Mr. Tetzlaff,

Hi, my name is Noah. I am 8 
years old. My four year old sister, 
Peyton, and I are going to make a 
“Lemonade for Lemur Aid” stand 
to help support you in helping the 
lemurs. 

We love lemurs! We learned all 
about these beautiful, funny and 
amazing animals. We were so sad 
when we  found out how endangered 
they are. We want to help! 

My mom will e-mail you some 
photos of us and our lemonade  
business. We hope to raise money 
and awareness about our  favorite 
animals - the lemurs!

And raise funds for lemurs they did! These 
two great kids from Asbury Park, New 
Jersey donned their Madagascar Fauna 
Group t-shirts (available from our online 
store at www.savethelemur.org) and began 
selling. Over the summer, these committed 
kids raised $175 for lemurs!

Passionate people like Noah and Peyton 
are a perfect reminder that there are so 
many ways to support critical conservation 
issues. You don’t need to be a PhD student 
or a zoo keeper with months to volunteer 
in Madagascar or a brilliant scientist or 
influential business person - although 
we’ve had all those, too. All it takes is 
commitment and a willingness to do 
something. 

Over the years, we’ve had many 
inspirational volunteers and supporters - 
many of them children. From well-known 
people like actor John Cleese and software 

geniuses inspiring their contacts around the 
world to a child willing to ride a bicycle 
for a  cause or people of all ages asking for 
donations for lemurs in lieu of holiday or 
birthday presents, it truly seems all it takes 
is a willingness to act.

I’m inspired and I hope you are, too. I’ve 
been a volunteer advisor for the MFG since 
2002 and was involved unofficially since 
the late 1990s. I wanted to do whatever 
I could to make a difference. I’m busy. I 
know we all are. I find the time and so do 
so many people like you. Why? A lot of 
reasons. The Malagasy people matter. The 
endangered wildlife matters. The endemic 
plants matter. Madagascar matters. 

If you haven’t made a personal commitment, 
you may be wondering what you can do. I 
can’t answer that, just like nobody told me 
how I could take that step.  But if you’ve 
got the willingness of an 8 and 4 year old, 
I’d be willing to bet you’ll find a way. 

Thanks to each of you for reading the 
Eighth Continent Quarterly and sharing in 
the wonder of conserving this incredible 
natural treasure. 

My sincerest best wishes for the holiday 
season and a happy 2011.

                                            Tim Tetzlaff

Eighth Continent Quarterly
produced/edited by Tim Tetzlaff 
tim@savethelemur.org

MFG  c/o St. Louis Zoo
1 Government Drive
St. Louis MO 63110 USA            
www.savethelemur.org


