
June, an Eventful Month 
@ MFG! Update by Dr. An Bollen
Rarely has there been so much 
commotion around celebrating World 
Environment Day, in Ambodiriana, in 
Ivoloina as well as in Tamatave…all 
during 4 days in June 2009. 

As usual we had our WED celebration 
around the Reserve of Betampona on 
4-5th June with all our partners present: 
the mayors, president fokontany, 
different schools, Madagascar National 
Parks (previously ANGAP), and others. 
Each year it becomes more and more 
professional and more people get into it 
and seem to be drawn to these events. 

In Ambodiriana, we had 5 mayors, 
18 president the fokontany (village 
heads), and 15 tangalamena (village 
elders), along with several partner 
organizations present and supporting 
the event which is heartwarming. It was 
a colorful event with a ‘green march’ of 
the schools, restoring a degraded forest 
parcel by adding more native trees, 
traditional dance competitions with 
instruments never seen before, poems 
with strong environmental messages, 
colorful drawings with a purpose, 
the obligatory football competition, 
inspiring and straightforward speeches 
from all corners, good Malagasy food 
and of course the ‘bal populaire’ to 
round of the event. 

Lots of ‘ambiance’ and we estimate in 
total at least 1200 people were present 
and by chance –as if the gods were 
looking upon us – for 90% of the event 
sunshine and this during 

the rainy 

season! It must be climate change…

MFG does not normally organize 
another event in Ivoloina at the same 
time and never before in Tamatave. 
However, with the political crisis and 
the subsequent increased logging and 
hunting, we thought it important to join 
forces with many partners, including 
Ministry of Environment, the Region, 
the Tamatave Commune, the Alliance 
Francaise and several others to put the 
WED in the spotlights and create a 
fun atmosphere after a dificult period. 
Thanks to this great partnership and 
motivation by all we were able to get 
sponsoring for this event from COLAS, 
a French construction company and 
Galana, Malagasy oil company. For 
helping out with transport, the mining 
company sent us some buses to get as 
many people as possible to Ivoloina. 
So thanks to them we were able to 
celebrate at a much larger scale and 
address a much large audience.

On the evening of 5th June, the town 
of Tamatave witnessed a green march 
by schools, organizations, all with 
their slogans, music and ‘eco’-disguise 
– never seen before. They did not go 
by unnoticed, that is for sure. Meeting 
point at the beach for the official 
opening ceremony and then followed 
by the movie HOME from Yann Arthus 
Bertrand that was shown worldwide 
the same day. Inspiring and it shows 
very clear images of man’s impact on 
our planet. 

During the weekend, 
6-7th June 

it was all happening in Ivoloina, 1,000 
schoolchildren came with free transport 
to the Parc, including our Saturday 
Schools from Betampona, along with 
smaller groups of visitors. We had 
over 1,100 visitors in 2 days! There 
were many programs going on: hiking 
on a discovery trail in the footsteps of 
Little Varika all over the Park learning 
about many different environmental 
problems and finding solutions in group 
context; being inspired by tales at the 
CEE; calculating your environmental 
footprint; watching and laughing with 
the great puppet theater of Saint Gabriel, 
enjoying music on stage from Tremplin 
and acrobacy from Alea des Possibles; 
participating in several workshops and 
much more. 

The MFG team was exhausted by 
the end of all this and it took a lot of 
preparation but we were very much 
satisfied with the positive feedback 
coming from all corners. Just one 
month later we have already received 
more requests by schools for visiting 
the Parc, have a microscopy session 
at the lab, visit the model station….so 
these events were not just a good forum 
to transfer environmental messages and 
raise awareness of the large public but 
also allowed us to show the visitors 
many more hidden corners of Ivoloina 
waiting to be discovered. A satisfactory 
event and good example of collaboration 
between many stakeholders.
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World Environment Day 
4-5th June 2009

Rural Commune of Ambodiriana

Tree planting by all mayors (Ambodiriana, Sahambala, Mangabe, Ampasimadinika) and 
presidents fokontany – All town in preparation for WED – Traditional dance, music & folklore 

ensure great ‘ambiance’ – Saturday school in action with poems and inspiring messages–
Forest restoration project winners Antaranarina Phase I (long term evaluation) – Over 1000 

people in audience from 5 communes, 9 fokontany – Green march for environment by 
Ambodiriana Saturday School– Mayors Ambodiriana, Sahambala and Mangabe



Students of our Ivoloina Saturday 
School Program putting Intensive 
Rice Culture to practice. It’s 
abbreviated SRI for le Systéme 
de Riziculture Intensive. It was 
developed in Madagascar and has 
now spread to many countries.

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY 
Green days @ Ivoloina

6-7th June 2009

Exploring our visitor center – Listening to story of ‘Petit Varika’ before following its footsteps in 
Park while absorbing several  environmental messages along the way, including the laboratory

Calculating your Environmental Footprint – Making instruments/drawings from natural materials

Saturday school performance for the public - Going to puppet theater with its shows on both
clean water & environment (ONG Saint Gabriel)

Watching the acrobats of ’Alea des Possibles’ and enjoying the environmental songs of B’saruk



Tomato frogs rule!
The World Environment Celebrations 
had just finished and Bernard and I 
were already on our way to Maroansetra 
to meet up with the team of NGO 
Antongil Conservation and famous 
herpetologist Franco Andreone to 
celebrate the tomato frogs! Yes, small 
bright red jumpers that can only be 
found in the Bay the Antongil up north. 
They are the most abundant in the town 
of Maroansetra and are increasingly 
being threatened, because of draining 
of pools, pollution of little creeks, 
predation by ducks, illegal wildlife 
trade etc….in brief, their habitat is at 
great risk and thus the frogs as well if 
no action will be taken. 

So another good reason the celebrate! 
This event was possible thanks to 
collaboration between NGO Antongil 
Conservation, Franco Andreone from 
the Natural History Museum in Torino 
(Italy) and Madagascar Fauna Group. 
The mayor, chef district, chef CISCO, 
Wildlife Conservation Society, 
Madagascar National Park and many 
others were present as well as over 
800 visitors. A tomato frog village 
was officially opened, which provides 
a protected habitat for the frogs as 
well as a visitor center. This center 
will be useful for in situ conservation, 
ecotourism, and awareness raising. The 
tomato frog march through town was 
possibly the most colorful and original 
I have ever seen. The College Zanatany 
Maroansetra hosted the event with lots 
of enthousiasm. This weekend program 
included ‘frog races’, ‘drawing 
competitions on the spot’, frog calls 
and traditional dancers disguised in 
frogs and lots more…

So, how did MFG end up there? Well, 
Franco Andreone has encouraged 
MFG to do captive breeding with the 
species in Ivoloina. So we have built 
an exhibit in Ivoloina to accommodate 
our individuals better and encourage 
them to lay eggs in a small pond. To 
reinforce our population, I went in April 
on a tomato frog ‘finding’ mission to 

bring back with me 6 fine males and 2 
females that now make up our breeding 
population. They have adjusted well 
in Ivoloina, are gaining weight and 
now we wait for the romance to kick 
in and give us some offspring…..to be 
continued! (Photos	on	following	page)

Christoph’s Visit 
A wealth of agroforestry 
information
As every year, MFG has been blessed 
with the visit of our agroforestry 
expert, Dr Christof den Biggelaar, 
who has reviewed our activities in the 
agroforestry model station, the training 
center and our lab. He has given us lots 
of suggestions to further improve our 
program and advice on adding new 
activities or taking a new approach in 
our training strategy. 

Christof was here for 3 weeks only but 
every minute was programmed. As 
always he taught agroforestry course 
for GRENE, he assisted at the WED 
in Ambodiriana, spent lots of time 
with Vero in the lab and Christian 
in the Model Station and helped out 
with a coordination meeting with all 
agricultural partners active in and 
around Ivoloina Area. There are more 
and more organizations working 
side by side but there is not enough 
coordination and collaboration yet. 
With this meeting we are all better 
informed of what is being organized, 
are standardizing methods for certain 
practices and hopefully have more joint 
efforts instead of doubling up. 

This year we also included 4 field 
visits with part of our MFG team: 1) 
Beforona, an agroforestry center from 
USAID, 2) forest restoration plots 
and nurseries in Andasibe carried out 
by Mitsinjo, and 3) the Savonnerie 
Tropicale which is a palm oil plantation 
just out of Tamatave with a laboratory, 
nursery and also several agricultural 
plots, and 4) CTCP the experimental 
factory for production of agroproducts. 
It was great. We learned a lot yet 
again and hope to continue to further 

improve in the years to come and we 
are already looking forward to his next 
visit. Many thanks Christof from the 
whole team!!!

Reforestation 
or better Forest 
Restoration Project
Full steam ahead – facts & 
figures in a nutshell
Phase I (2007- 2008)
Phase II (2009-….)
•March 2008: 15000 trees ready to be 
distributed in 2 nurseries Antaranarina, 
Ambodirafia
•May 2008: awareness raising, signing 
of contracts (79 Ambodirafia, 28 
Antrnrna) and tree planting (19 ha in 
Ambodirafia, 12 ha in Antaranarina)
•Sept-Oct 2008: evaluation of farmers 
and associations efforts. 6700 native 
plants distributed and 4300 commercial 
species
•Nov 2008: biodiversity transect in 
both villages and prize ceremony 
(20 winners, 1880 USD distributed 
to encourage individual farmers, 
associations and villages)
•Dec 2008: instalment of 2 new 
extra nurseries: Fontsimavo, 
Analamangahazo
•April 2009: Official opening nursery 
Fontsimavo and awareness raising on 
increased logging
•June 2009: Long term prize award for 
contracts Ambodirafia, Antaranarina 
(80% same winners) during World 
Environment Day Celebrations in 
Ambodiriana
•July 2009:  
- Ambodirafia 85 contracts , 9463 
seeds, 2823 plants ready
- Antaranarina 40 contracts, 9897 seeds, 
2046 plants ready
- Analamangahazo 58 contracts, 6613 
seeds, 2000 plants ready
- Fontsimavo 50 contracts, 6831 seeds, 
2500 plants ready



 
DAY OF THE TOMATO FROG 

Fete grenouilles tomates
Fetin’ny Sahonagasy

13 -14 June 2009 Maroansetra

Awareness raising on Dyscophus antongilii at Radio 2000 – Tomato frog imitations – March of tomato frog 
through town – Official opening of the Village of Tomato frogs managed by NGO Antongil Conservation –

Wooden tomato frog souvenirs – Environmental Exposition by partner NGO’s – Large lunch the traditional way 
– Drawing Competition – Visitor Center @ TF village – Gasy Tomato Frog Booklets - Frog Race



Picture of the Month

Phelsuma	serraticauda is probably 
Madagascar’s rarest reptile. This 
bright green day gecko is known 
from only one location around 
Ivoloina. It is found mainly in 
mature coconut trees. 

Heavy collection of reptiles from the 
wild occurs in the area because of 
the proximity to a port and airport. 
Phelsuma serraticauda is illegally 
collected in large numbers from 
this single location and exported 
under the guise of the look-alike-
species Phelsuma	laticauda, which 
is widespread in the Northeast and 
can be legally traded under CITES 
regulations. 

Other serious threats to P. 
serraticauda include cyclone damage 
or direct habitat loss. This species 

urgently needs a conservation plan 
(in situ and ex situ) and a higher 
profile. 

MFG has been conducting research 
on this species in collaboration with 
NGO Madagascar Voakajy and has 
planted coconut trees to be able to 

create habitat for conservation for 
the species within the park. 

Voakajy is preparing a poster to 
raise awareness of the uniqueness 
of this species. 



Circus
On the weekend of 18-19th July, 
Ivoloina was blessed with the visit 
of two circuses in one go: Alea	 des	
Possible from Tana and Pailles	 en	
Feu from la Reunion who trained 112 
school children, scouts, and sportive 
participants in acrobacy, juggling, 
clown and magician techniques. 

On Sunday we had downpours of rain 
which, unfortunately,  discouraged 
many people from Tamatave to come 
all the way but luckily we were very 
successful to get many local villagers 
and children (about 240) to witness a 
great show that even included juggling 
with fire, which was very impressive. 

The clowns assured bursts of laughs in 
the audience, the acrobats in the trees had 
us in full admiration, and the mystery of 
the magicians was captivating. Thanks 
to Alea des Possibles and Pailles en 
Feu! We hope you come back! 



First Impressions of 
Parc Ivoloina 
by Jonas Ewert

Hello my name is Jonas; I’m biologist, 
28 years old and from Gruenberg 
Germany. In the mid of May, after a 
long period of waiting and hoping, 
finally the time had come to go to 
Madagascar as a volunteer for three 
months. The political crisis seemed to 
be safe enough to make it possible to 
work in Parc Ivoloina. My objective 
during this time is to add and renew 
signs in the park. But in the beginning, 
I want to write some lines about my 
first impressions of Parc zoologique 
d’Ivoloina. 

I arrived in Ivoloina at night with a group 
of veterinarians from Antananarivo. 
Completely impressed by the sounds of 
nature, we had dinner in one of these 
nice Ravenala picnic houses at the edge 
of Lake Fulgence. Everything was new 
and for the first time in my life I was 
the only white (or here called Vazaha) 
at the table. Later on, the great and 
friendly team of Ivoloina never let me 
feel like a stranger to them. 

The first week was like a crash course in 
Malagasy culture and speaking French. 
In Germany, I had read so many things 
about Madagascar the people and even 
the parc, but nothing can prepare you 
for this beautiful and problematic 
country in the Indian Ocean. With big 
eyes I saw the lemurs in the zoo and 
was really amazed with those animals: 
always paying attention to everything, 
keeping very clean, and staying close 
to each other when it’s cold -- friendly 
creatures. When I saw the chameleons 
I had a big smile in my face. These 
animals are just strange, beautiful and 
ugly at once and move so slow you 
want to help them.  

After Jacques, the person in charge of 
the forestry station, and I had made a 
huge park tour I was really sweating 
and tired. I knew all the trails of the Parc 
and was sure that I liked the Cascade 

and the Belle Vue the most and that 
I love the parc. But it was also quite 
clear to me that this wasn’t the great 
Madagascan rainforest. I had heard so 
much about this unique nature with all 
its endemic plants and animals, but I 
also was informed about the problems. 
What I saw was a mosaic out of 
secondary forest, rice fields, Ravenala 
trees, and reforestation parcels.

My main tasks are to examine all signs 
in the park, make suggestions for new 
ones, and give ideas for renewing of 
old signs. At the trails especially, there 
weren’t enough direction signs. During 
my first days I just walked through 
the park as a tourist. After this period 
of getting to know to Parc Ivoloina, 
I had a first meeting with the team 
and we talked more concretely about 
what improvements could be done. At 
the moment I’m working on a better 
information system for the buvette. 
This nice restaurant in the centre of 
the park needs some innovations. 
Info and of course pictures about the 
animals, the island of Madagascar and 
trails of the park may get the attention 
of the visitors and inform them of the 
beautiful spots in Ivoloina and on this 
island. The signs for the trails are under 
construction. Three months isn’t a long 
time to make big changes, but I give 
it my best shot. Some other projects 
are the creation of a flyer for the 
agricultural Model Station and an info 
sheet of some different reforestation 
spots in Ivoloina.

Now after seven weeks in Ivoloina I’ve 
learned a lot about Madagascar, its 
nature and in particularly its problems. 
Parc Ivoloina and all the projects of 
MFG are really ambitious. It’s great to 
have the opportunity to work and have 

a closer look into this kind of work. 
I’m already thinking about extending 
my stay in Madagascar; this country 
is really great, one of the special 
greenhouses of the evolution.    

New veterinarian at 
Parc Ivoloïna
 
Hajanirina Rakotondrainibe (Haja) 
is presently the stand-in veterinarian 
at Ivoloïna Park for a few months. 
Dr Haja is among the first graduate 
veterinarian from the Department of 
Veterinary Medicine at the University 
of Antananarivo, Madagascar. 
Dr. Haja is already familiar with MFG 
staff. In 2006, he completed several 
months of wildlife field conservation 
by assisting a PhD student from 
Duke University and Saint Louis 
Zoo veterinarian staff through lemur 
ecology and biomedical survey project 
conducted at Betampona integrated 
reserve.   
After getting his veterinary degree in 
2008, he multiplied experiences and 
his interest for conservation medicine 
by practicing zoological medicine at 
the “Lemurs Park” and by carrying 
out biomedical research for the impact 
evaluation on lemurs within Ambatovy 
mining exploitation. Since June 2009, 
he started his new challenge as zoo 
veterinarian at Ivoloïna Zoological 
Park.

Recently, he was nominated for a two 
month internship training program at the 
Saint Louis Zoo and the Duke University 
Primate Center. As zoological medicine 
becomes a new area for veterinary 
practice in Madagascar, this program is 
designed to provide additional training 
in wildlife animal medicine and will 
take place in October 2009.



Protection of an 
Endangered Plant 
Species in Ivoloina 
Poupartiopsis spodiocarpus 
(Sakoambaditra) 
             by Randriatavy Lalatahiana

Starting three years ago, the 
conservation and ex-situ regeneration 
of the threatened plant species began 
being conducted in the Parc Ivoloina 
as a strong collaboration between 
Madagascar Fauna Group (MFG) and 
Missouri Botanical Garden (MBG). 
Currently 14 threatened plant species of 
a list of 30 have been planted in the park. 
One of them is the species Poupartiopsis	
spodiocarpus	 (Sakoambaditra), which 
is a very large tree with edible fruit.  

This species was discovered in 1958 
by researchers in Andavaniobe, a small 
village 5 km from Soanierana Ivongo in 

the northeastern part of Madagascar. In 
March 2007, researchers of MFG and 
MBG went back there to collect some 
seeds for the realization of the project 
of ex-situ conservation of endemic and 
threatened plant species of the Malagasy 
Eastern rainforests. This project was 
made possible thanks to a grant from 
the National Geographic Society. 

The researchers found only one 
individual of this species that was left 
in this village. Nevertheless the peope 
of the region know it well because of 
its very sour fruit. The wise men of the 
village say that one man cannot eat a 
whole fruit. The wood is also used for 
the construction of the houses.  

Through interviews with people of 
the village, the researchers were able 
to locate one individual with mature 
fruits in the forest of Andoharano 7km 
from Andavaniobe. They found several 
young plants as well. These researchers 

brought back 5 young plants and 25 
seeds to Parc Ivoloina.

After being preserved in the nursery, the 
plants and seeds gave 24 new shoots of 
which 3 were replanted in Soanierana 
Ivongo after doing an awareness raising 
session with the local population on the 
uniqueness of this species. All other 
trees were planted in the Ivoloina. 

We are happy to inform you that 
currently Poupartiopsis	 spodiocarpus 
grows well and reaches 0.5m of height 
in Ivoloina park. Hopefully one day we 
will be able to plant more trees in the 
forest where they originally occurred in 
larger numbers. 

Thanks to National Geographic Society 
this project of ex-situ conservation will 
ensure Poupartiopsis	spodiocarpus will 
not just remain a dream in the memories 
of the elderly in the village but will be 
there for many years to come.

 Dr. Hajanirina Rakotondrainibe



A Glance at Parc 
Ivoloina’s Laboratory
After visiting all the secondary schools 
of Tamatave last January, we found out 
that only three out of forty one secondary 
schools have a laboratory to carry 
on practical work relating to natural 
sciences. Many visitors in Ivoloina are 
curious about the opportunities at the 
laboratory and several schools want to 
include a lab session in Ivoloina within 
their official school program. 

The graph below shows  the number 
of visitors to our lab during the first 
half year of 2009.

This table shows the different activities 
we offer at the Ivoloina lab and the 
objectives.

The figure on the left shows the type 
of lab visits done during first two 
trimesters.

FREQUENCY
First 

quarter
Second 
quarter

Pratical work 1 6
Simple Visite 3 13

SV+small 
microscopy 
observation

2 4

Others 0 1
Total 6 24
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February 0
March 158
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May 193
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Activities Objectives

Simple visit
Knowledge of the laboratory material 
and apparatus. To know the various 

activity at the lab.

Simple visit and small 
microscopy observation

Afer simple visit, the visitors can make 
some microscopy observation.

Practical work

After seeing the different laboratory 
material and the explication, the 
students prepare themselves the 
blades and also the other analysis 

(soil, water, compost).
Consultan research and 

jobs
Analysis of soil, water, compost

Others Animal care, castration, …
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