
A Raptor’s Redemption
Ivoloina Zoological Park has long been 
committed to receiving and taking care of 
donated and confiscated endemic animals. 
Some of these new arrrivals are injured or ill. 
The sad truth everyone knows is that not 
all of them will survive - no matter how 
much care is provided. Nevertheless, 
these wonders of Malagasy wildlife 
receive the extra care from the staff 
in hopes of restoring them to a level 
of health  that would allow them to be 
either incorporated into the zoological 
collection or released into the forestry 
station.

One of Madagascar’s endemic raptors, 
the Madagascar buzzard (Buteo 
brachypterus), recently experienced that 
extra level of care - and he desperately 
needed it.

His name is Benosy and his second 
chance at life began in February 2011 
when Madagascar Fauna Group’s 
Vice Chair Ingrid Porton and Program 
Manager Dr. An Bollen were returning 
from a brief visit to the Betampona 
Natural Reserve. As they passed through 
the village of Anosibe, Ingrid and An along 
with Fredice the driver heard the long 
meowing vocalization typical to a raptor. 
But instead of coming from the skies, the 
call came from inside a house. 

The team found a single animal confined in 
a woven basket - obviously too small for 
a bird of that size. After a long discussion 
and inquiring the conditions of the birds 
life, the owners finally allowed Benosy to 
be taken to Ivoloina where he could receive 
appropriate care and be given a new life.

By the end of that same day, Benosy had a 
new home, a quick veterinary check up, and 
fresh food and water. Given the dramatic 
change, the staff allowed Benosy some time 
to adapt to his new life while they further 
assessed his health. 

It was soon determined a more thorough 
physical examination under anesthesia 
was needed. The exam quickly proved 
well warranted when the veterinarian 
located multiple wounds hidden beneath 
the feathers on Benosy’s back. One wound 
harbored severe signs of infection along with 
broken bones and healed fractures denoting 
previous traumatic wounds. The findings 
were disheartening as the prognosis for 
recovery and survival was low given 
the extent of his wounds. 

Knowing these realities, the veterinarian, 
zoo keepers, and management quickly held 
meetings concerning Benosy’s future to 
determine what was best given the situation. 
Multiple options were thoroughly discussed 
even including humane euthanasia. 

With the staff’s insistence and drive to 
give this raptor another well deserved 
chance to have a better life, all agreed to 
perform a thorough exploratory surgery 
to both see the extent of the wounds in 
detail and possibly repair and treat as 
much damange as possible. The decision 
to euthanize would only be made after 
this complete evaluation. 

Knowing what was at stake for Benosy, 
the keepers rapidly transformed into 
competent surgery assistants to best aid 
the veterinarian during the procedure. 

Wonderfully, Benosy’s surgery 
proceeded  well. After thorough 
cleanings, his wounds were sutured and 
the infections treated. 

Today, Benosy has recovered from the 
worst of his injuries. As he begins his 
new life, he is adapting well to his new 
habitat. Indeed, he can already be seen 

trying short flights between the branches in 
his home.  
Hear a Madagascar buzzard’s call. 
Recorded in 1993 by Frank Lambert
http://stp.me/mgbuzzardcall
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CHYTRID SCREENING ON FROGS
FEBRUARY 2011

Routine screening of 50 Ivoloina frogs (Mantidactylus
betsileanus, Ptychadena mascariensis) for the disease of 

Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (chytridiomycosis)  
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Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (chytridiomycosis).
Collaboration with Urgency Cell who coordinates early warning 

and detection of disease in 6 sites throughout Madagascar



INSTALLING SOLAR POWER
RENDRIRENDRY - MARS 2011
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ERADICATING GUAVA IN 
BETAMPONA – PhD Lala 

June 2010 – Mars 2011: Setting 
up guava plots, pitfall, light 
traps, meteo stations and 
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p ,
assessing the fauna diversity in 

a total of 15 plots.



How to Best 
Eradicate the Highly 
Invasive Guava 
Plant in Betampona?
 
This is the key question of the PhD of 
Randriatavy Lala. Lala has been with MFG 
for numerous years in different functions 
and always wanted to continue his studies 
and get a PhD degree. After being able to 
find the funding, he is now working on a 
PhD with us in the RNI Betampona which 
focuses entirely on one single species: 
guava. Guava is one of the key invasive 
plant species that has dominated for many 
years part of the secondary forest of the 
reserve, in particular in the southern part. 

About a year ago in June 2010 he started 
setting up his 15 plots (30x30m) where 
he started collecting a whole set of data, 
including temperature, humidity, and 
soil quality. In August he started to do 
complete botanical inventories of every 
single plot and as of November also the 
fauna diversity was recorded through a 
series of different methods (pitfall traps, 
light traps, quadrants) working both at 
night and during daytime with a team of 4 
research assistants. These inventories will 
be continued until June 2011 to get a good 
understanding of the present biodiversity 
as a good baseline database. 

Following this the actual hands-on work 
will start with a larger team during 2 
months where 5 different treatments will 
be carried out in the different plots to test 
which method would work best to eradicate 
the guava. 

In some plots all guava will be taken out 
completely and left that way, in others 

forest restoration will be done afterwards, 
in some plots the bark is peeled off the 
guava and others the trees will be cut. 
There are also control plots where original 
situation remains unchanged in order to be 
able to do a comparison. 

After this there will be 2 year follow up on 
regeneration in these plots and continued 
inventory of fauna, which we hope will 
give us better insight on how to deal with 
guava with the overall aim to formulate 
conservation measures for Madagascar 
National Parks that will help to better 
protect the Betampona Reserve. 

A lot of work still needs to be done but this 
innovative study is a very important one 
for conservation as invasive species are 
considered to be one of the 5 main causes 
of biodiversity loss in the whole world. The 
lessons learned from this study will help us 
to better understand how to control guava 
near and in protected areas. We wish Lala 
all the best of luck with his research!

Marketing and 
Graphic Design 
Volunteers at Ivoloina

by Renee Abazovic 
& Lawrence McGrath

 
We arrived at Parc Ivoloina in early October 
2010 to do three months of volunteer work. 
Our jobs were that of Marketing Officer 
and Creative Artist. After a trip through 
the countryside that paid evidence to the 
vital importance of conservation work 
in Madagascar, we arrived at the most 

beautiful part of the country that we had 
seen up to that time and were glad to call 
it home. The settling in process took longer 
than we thought as we adjusted our habits 
to suit the conditions at the park, but was 
more than made up for by having the park 
on our back doorstep, free-ranging lemurs, 
and a variety of reptiles and amphibians as 
neighbours.

We found the work both challenging 
and rewarding. The team were highly 
motivated and truly a pleasure to work 
with. During our time at Parc Ivoloina 
we developed strategic marketing and 
integrated communications plans, reworked 
the printed communication, designed a 
lambahoany and new promotional material. 
We also learnt to ride a motorbike in 

Madagascar which was quite an experience 
at times. In the time that we had available 
to us we tried to do as much as was possible 
but could not help but notice the obvious in 
that there is a lot more to be done for such 
a valuable and progressive project as Parc 
Ivoloina. 

We will miss day geckos in our future 
offices. 

Going Solar in 
Betampona!
We have long been dreaming of solar energy 
at our Research Station in Rendrirendry, 
but on 9th March 2011 it became a reality. 

Needless to say, to get the two very fragile 
solar panels and super heavy deep cycle 



batteries weighing over 60 kg each on a 
raft over the Ivoloina River, in a truck up to 
Marendrano and on the backs of 12 porters 
was a whole adventure in itself. 

The team of CAMUSAT was highly 
professional and spent a whole week 
working on the installation. Luckily it was 
sunny while they were here. On 10th March 
2011, we got a small training on how to 
use the panels, look after the material by 
the team and then tested the installation. It 
worked! 

There are a few more finishing touches to 
complete the installation as our electrical 
wiring inside the building dates from 
another era and needs to be changed, but 
we are getting there. 

Computers and cameras powered on energy 
of the sun! A revolution for Rendrirendry. 
No more noise and fuel from our generator.

This is another step closer towards getting 
more environmental sound and decreasing 
our environmental footprint right next to 
the biodiversity hotspot that Betampona 
represents. Now, let the sun shine upon 
Rendrirendry!

Trapped by the 
Camera!
For over 8 months we put out 5 camera traps 
all over the forest of Betampona. Somehow 

we were hoping to get good pictures of 
very-hard-to-see ‘fossa’ (Cryptoprocta 
ferox)  Madagascar’s largest predator, the 
endemic shy ‘salanoia’ or brown-tailed 
mongoose (Salanoia concolor), or the 
most bizarre of lemurs, being the ‘aye aye’ 
(Daubentonia madagascariensis). 

For some reason, however, Madagascar’s 
unique fauna is pretty clever in avoiding 
the spotlights and we were soon going 
through endless pictures of leaves that 
somehow had moved. 

On the 19th December 2010, however, 
we did get our first clear shot of a forest 
ungulate, lamboala also known as bushpigs 
(Potamochoerus larvatus). They have 
been observed before by our team but 
always very briefly and are known to eat 
the fruits of longoza (wild ginger). Their 
predominantly nocturnal  places are very 
carefully chosen. 

Bush pigs are known to leave the reserve 
and raid crops of the farmers. On the 
other hand our team has also encountered 
specific traps in the reserve as the species is 
also hunted by humans. 

We keep putting up our camera traps in 
new areas and hope to find some visual 
evidence of the more elusive biodiversity 
of Betampona. 

Prolemur simus 
Meeting: Take 2
Reuniting All Key Partners 
for the Conservation of the 
Most Endangered Lemur 
Species in Andasibe

28 February to 2 March 2011

Following the first successful Prolemur 
simus meeting in January 2010 in 
Antananarivo, MFG organised a follow up 
meeting to try to put together all information 
that is known on the species in order to 
revise the conservation recommendations 
that were formulated last year and to design 
a roadmap towards a conservation strategy 
and action plan for the greater bamboo 
lemur, Prolemur simus. 

There was lots of reason for optimism: 
several new sites that were surveyed 
indicated presence of Prolemur simus. In 
several other sites where there is a longer 
term follow up of the species, the groups 
seem to be doing well and reproduce every 
year. 

A rough estimate shows that in the wild we 
know of 411-423 individuals in 15 different 
zones. Group sizes range from 2 up to 73 
individuals. Fission fusion was evident 
from different sites. Whereas bamboo 
remains a clear requirement for the species 
diet, the once thought bamboo specialist 
seems to be able to adapt to a wide range 
of diet items (rice, jack fruit, sugarcane, 
coffee, etc) in particular in degraded areas. 
Whether these areas harbour sustainable 
populations in the long term remains to be 
seen. 

Research protocols were shared, bamboo 
densities are being measured the same way 
at different sites and a larger scale faecal 
sampling for genetic study is ongoing. A 
new list of sites to be surveyed was put 
together. 



A lot of the discussions were devoted to 
different threats encountered at the sites 
and possible solutions. It was reiterated 
that a more formal protective status of 
these forests is necessary and in several 
areas the documents are being prepared for 
new protected area status. 

A new follow up meeting is planned for 
the end of 2012 in Valbio Ranomafana, 
where we hope to come up with an actual 
conservation strategy and action plan for 
the species. 

What was most encouraging is to see 
the multistakeholder collaboration 
and commitment between authorities, 
researchers, conservation NGOs, zoos, 
local associations and private mining 
partners towards the same objective. 
We hope these joint efforts will ensure 
protection of the species!

Prolemur simus  Check 
in Parc Ivoloina & 
Donation of  Veterinary 
Material by the French 
Speaking Veterinary 
Association and 
Donation of Books for 
our Library
On 4th March 2011 Delphine Rouillet 
from the Paris Zoo visited Parc Ivoloina 
for the 4th time. Delphine is studbook 
keeper of the Greater Bamboo Lemur for 
the European Breeding Program (EEP) and 
checked on Bekily, the female that came 
from Besancon to us in June 2010. 

She was happy to see that Bekily seemed 
to be doing well in her new home and was 
together with Eddie, our male. Delphine 

reminded us to follow up closely the 
reproductive cycle of both Bekily and 
Corrine, our other female. We hope that 
with 2 females and a male that will be put 
together with them on the right moment, to 
have chance for reproduction in 2011. 

Raphael, son of Corrine and Eddie, was 
the last Prolemur simus born in Ivoloina 
in 2007. He left for Europe in June 2010 
to form a pair with Sorja in Besancon. He 
seems to have well adjusted. The new pair 
mated on 14th of February 2011 on Saint 
Valentines Day! If breeding was successful 
a new born Prolemur simus is expected 
on 14th July 2010, the French National 
Holiday. Easy dates to remember! 

The captive population of Prolemur simus 
counts only 21 individuals and is an 
important emergency population as a back 
up plan for the remaining wild populations. 

Besides a simple visit Delphine brought 
to us a donation from the French speaking 
veterinarian association. Our vet Fidy 
was amazed to see the first anesthetizing 
vaporizer arrive in Ivoloina, along with 
all cables and accessories. We got a series 
of syringes, and other equipment to boost 
our veterinary kit. Many thanks for helping 
us to improve our standards to the French 
speaking Veterinarian Association.

On top of this Delphine managed to send 
us 3 large boxes of 85 new books to 
further complete our library. All books 
are in French and are on biology, ecology, 
evolution, conservation and even anatomy. 
This is a very welcome addition for our 
MFG library. 

Many thanks to Delphine for organising 
this!



Tree Planting Day  
in Ivoloina

by Rakotondrazaka Mamy
 
On 8th March 2010, the international day 
of women, Mamy, our head of both forestry 
station and ICTC took the initiative of 
organising an MFG planting day. 2011 has 
been nominated as the International Year of 
the Forests. 

Because there has been increased logging 
of precious hardwood and deforestation 
during the political crisis in Madagascar 
during 2009-2010, the forests need all the 
help they can get. 

All MFG employees, together with scouts 
and the Sahabafoza women association 
planted 420 native plants of 32 different 
species, including some endangered local 

plant species close to the entrance of 
Ivoloina Parc, near the incoming road. 

It is the Forestry Station team that will look 
after these plants. This new generation of 
plants helps us with our larger reforestation 
efforts in both Ivoloina and Betampona and 
also reinforces our strong collaboration 
with the local villagers. 

Picture of the Month 
Crab eating ringtailed mongoose in the 
Betampona Nature Reserve. Photograph by 
Jean Noel, head conservation agent.



Continued Expansion 
of Our Buvette 

A long needed renovation of our buvette has 
led to a larger restaurant overlooking Lake 
Fulgence, a little lounge to read up on our 
activities, and a much more professional 
kitchen allowing for better service and an 
increased diversity of souvenirs, supporting 
different local projects. Come and enjoy 
our new buvette!
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