
Frogs of Betampona 
in the News!
 
Amphibian research conducted in Betampona 
Natural Reserve resulted in a paper recently 
published in the journal Biodiversity Conservation 
(Volume 21, Number 6 (2012), 1531-1559).  
MFG’s very own Jean Noel, who has been 
conducting frog research in the reserve since 
2000, is a co-author. 

According to Gonçalo Rosa, the lead author 
on the paper, 1,000 samples resulted in the 
identification of 76 unique frogs and 36 new 
specimens, up to 24 of which may be endemic to 
the isolated rainforest fragments of Betampona 
(2,228 hectares).

Frog photos by  Gonçalo Rosa 

The first of these 24 species was named in 2010: 
Blommersia angolafa. To determine the status of 
these unidentified frog species, Rosa is studying 
not only their morphology, but acoustics and 
genetics as well. 

Screening for chytrid (pronounced kit-rid), the 
fungus which has decimated frog populations 
around the world, also continues at Ivoloina. It 
is not thought to have arrived in Madagascar yet, 
though there was a recent scare in the southwestern 
part of the island. Our resident frog expert, Jean 
Noel, conducts chytrid screening twice per year on 
3 species: Mantidactylus betsileanus, Ptychadena 
mascariensis and Boophis tephraeomystax. 

MFG has partnered with members of the IUCN 
Amphibian Specialist Group (ASG) - Madagascar 
and since 2004 and is part of the Conservation 
Strategy for the Amphibians of Madagascar 
(ASCAM) Initiative launched in 2006.

Environmental Education
at Ivoloina and Beyond
A lot has been happening with environmental 
education programming this year.  MFG is 
just wrapping up its first year of participation 
in UNICEF’s Connecting Classrooms, 
Communities, and Youth for Biodiversity 
Conservation (CCCYBC) program, and gearing 
up for Year 2.

In 2011, UNICEF selected four conservation 
organizations working in Madagascar to 
participate in the first year of the program.  
MFG (Tamatave area), along with Blue 
Ventures (Tulear area), Wildlife Conservation 
Society (Maroantsetra area), and Centre Valbio 
(Ranomafana area) were chosen.

The CCCYBC program consists of four main 
activities 1) Connecting Classrooms, 2) Saturday 
Schools, 3) Supporting UNICEF’s Junior 
Reporters Club, and 4) Networking Networks.  
Together, these activities serve to “connect 
classrooms, communities, and youth” in the 
Tamatave, Ivoloina and Betampona areas.

Connecting Classrooms 
Since 2008, UNICEF’s Connecting Classrooms 
has connected adolescents from different 
countries, helping them learn to work together, 
to develop their communications and computer 
skills, and become active and engaged global 
citizens in the process. 

Connecting Classrooms runs on an open-
source, group-networking platform designed for 
collaborative  work. This  model,  adapted  to  the

 



Ivoloina and Betampona context, connects youth 
and communities in the landscapes of Ivoloina 
and Betampona with youth at the regional, 
national (other CCCYBC sites), and eventually 
international level.

Thirty youth from two secondary schools 
(Antetetezambaro and Ambodiriana) located 
near Parc Ivoloina and the Nature Reserve of 
Betampona, respectively. 

Sessions are conducted each Friday afternoon 
throughout the school year, with the first cycle 
of the program beginning in October 2011 and 
running through July 2012. 

Networking Networks 
 
Adapting the UNICEF Youth Advocacy Approach 
referred to as “Networking Networks”, MFG aims 
to promote youth participation in conservation 
activities and other affiliated topics at the regional 
and national level by supporting the Madagascar 
Youth Network for Environment (MYNE).

Club Varecia, the environmental club linked to 
the Natural Resource Management Department 
of the University of Tamatave (GRENE), and 
JADE, another University club are members. 
MFG facilitates and supports existing groups 
by providing them with the facilities to meet, 
exchange and inform themselves with a primary 
focus on raising awareness and understanding of 
biodiversity conservation.

In 2011, MFG facilitated three youth summits.  
One, focused around urban environmental issues, 
resulted in a “Karnaval Kalesy” in which MYNE 
members marched through the streets of Tamatave 
drawing attention to waste issues at Bazary Kely.

Saturday School 
The Saturday School Program, pioneered by 
MFG in 1996 is designed to engage children in 
biodiversity conservation while also improving 
educational outcomes for the CEPE school exam 
(exam in order to pass into secondary school). 

The model is recognized nationally as a best 
practice in environmental education, and has been 
refined and reworked regularly to ensure optimal 
results for participating children and teachers. 
Now the Saturday School Program is being 
replicated in each of the CCCYBC sites!

Club Varecia member presents student projects to the  
Director General Environnement & Forets, Tamatave.



Junior Reporters Club
 

Because the Junior 
Reporters Club (JRC) 
Tamatave is already an 
active club funded by 
UNICEF, the primary 
role of MFG is to 

facilitate periodic meetings and dialogue sessions 
and targeted visits of the JRC with the MFG team 
to Ivoloina and Betampona for use in the JRC 
weekly broadcasts.  

Some examples of radio broadcasts include: 
1) “Aza makota” which means don’t be dirty,  
2) “Andraikitry ny tanora amin’ny fiarovana 
ny tontolo iainana = Youth’s environmental 
responsibilities, 3) Biodiversity and the 
environment and 4) Youths summit in Ivoloina.
 

Saturday School Field 
Trip to Tampolo Forest & 
Painting workshops with 
Deborah Ross!

On July 12-17, students from the Saturday School 
at Ivoloina got the chance to spend a few days 
at the Tampolo Forest Reserve, a sister project 
of MFG’s member, the Lemur Conservation 
Foundation (www.lemurreserve.org). Tampolo 
is a 1700-acre littoral forest situated on the coast 
north of the city of Fenerive Est (100 km north of 
Tamatave). 

Under the guidance of Deborah Ross (www.
deborahrossart.com), one of America’s leading 
wildlife artists and graphic designers for zoo 
exhibitions, the children created beautiful 
watercolor paintings of the forest and its 
inhabitants.  Some of these masterpieces will 
be part of a traveling exhibit in the U.S. to draw 
attention to Madagascar’s biodiversity.

Deborah, together with Alison Jolly and 
Hantanirina Rasamimanana, previously produced 
six children’s books on endangered lemurs.  
Deborah’s latest publication, Olcani, is a book of 
Maasai children’s paintings on their community’s 
medicinal plants produced during workshops she 
held in Kenya over the last few years.  

Deborah’s art is featured on interpretive graphics 
at zoos, aquariums and botanical gardens 

throughout the U.S. including “Jungle World” at 
the Bronx Zoo.

We have certainly been lucky to have Deborah 
with us for the last few weeks and hope to work 
with her again soon!



Solar panels at Ivoloina’s 
Environmental Education 
Center (CEE) 
Thanks to a generous donation from Irene 
Eggmann, we were able to install two new 
solar panels at the CEE. On a sunny day, this is 
enough to power 10 lights and several laptops. 
We hope to install a similar system at the Ivoloina 
Conservation Training Center (ICTC) in the 
future.

Steering Committee 
Meeting @ Zoo Zurich
The annual MFG Steering Committee meeting 
was held at Zoo Zurich, home to the beautiful and 
very steamy Masoala rainforest exhibit. As every 
year, MFG in-country programs were presented 
and the annual budget was discussed and agreed 
upon.  It was also decided that the 2013 meeting 
will be held in Madagascar in November, in honor 
of MFG’s 25th Anniversary!

There were also quite a few presentations from our 
partners: Charlie Welch gave an update on Duke 
Lemur Center’s SAVA Conservation Initiative, 
Tracy Dove from the Isle of Wight Zoo talked 
about using MFG in education programming, Pete 
Lowry discused collaboration on flora research 
and conservation projects between Missouri 

Botanical Gardens and MFG, and Martin Bauert, 
the general curator at Zoo Zurich, presented on 
the rosewood crisis in northeastern Madagascar.

Our members stay very committed to supporting 
our program and activities here in Madagascar. 
We are very fortunate to have a group of loyal 
and dynamic members, for which we owe many 
thanks! 

MFG would also like to welcome its newest 
members: Cologne Zoo and Leipzig Zoo, and 
welcome back the San Francisco Zoo!

TOP: Maya Moore (MFG Program Manager) 
and Alex Rubel (Zoo Zurich)
ABOVE: Ingrid Porton (St. Louis Zoo), 
Charlie Welch and Andrea Katz (Duke Lemur 
Center) 
RIGHT: Dean Gibson (San Diego Zoo) and 
Eric Miller (St. Louis Zoo) 
BOTTOM RIGHT: Karen Freeman (MFG 
Research Director) and Frank Oberwemmer 
(Leipzig Zoo)
   



A Concert to Save Lemurs 
On July 7, 2012, students from the Andelfingen 
music school and the Schola Cantorum in 
Switzerland organized an afternoon concert 
to raise funds for MFG.  Musicians included 
Lucie Cornemillot (violon), Yukie Sato (vocals), 
Tabitha Schwartz (recorder), and Constance 
Mahr (baroque harp).  Constance’s father helped 
develop a beautiful website for the event:  www.
savethelemurs.ch

We are grateful for the support and applaud these 
young musicians’ enthusiasm and innovation!

Increased Capacity
Building Opportunities
at the ICTC
MFG has been selected by the Reseau des 
Educateurs et Professionnels de la Conservation 
(REPC) as one of three host training institutions 
on the island. 

REPC was 
launched in 2003 
by the Center for 
Biodiversity and 
Conservation of the 
American Museum 
of Natural History 
in New York, the 

Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust, Conservation 
International, and the Wildlife Conservation 
Society with the support from the John D. and 
Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation. 

The overarching goal of the REPC project in 
Madagascar is to strengthen long-term capacity for 
biodiversity conservation through the expansion 
and enhancement of training opportunities for 
both university and conservation professional 
target audiences.

The first “test” of 
community conservation 
leader trainings will take 
place at Ivoloina from 
July 30 - August 12 and 
will be taught by MFG’s 
ICTC Manager, Mamy 
Rakotondrazaka (photo 
at left).

New at the Zoo
Who are all the folks in the red shirts? As of April 
of this year, Park Ivoloina has been collaborating 
with the local Tamatave Guides Association 
to provide visitor’s services. Thirteen guides 
participated in a two-day training on MFG history, 
mission and goals.  They also learned about the 
different animals in the zoo, visited the model 
farm, and walked most of the 9 km of trails.  

The next guide training is scheduled for August, 
where guides will get more in-depth training on 
the natural history and behavior of lemurs and the 
wild bird species that inhabit the park. There is 
also particular interest in learning about medicinal 
plants.

Model Farm News
In April, Maddie Ford, a student from the School 
for International Training with specific interest 
in Integrated Pest Management (IPM), spent 
one month at the farm observing plant-insect 
interactions.  She began to inventory insects found 
in three sites:  the farm’s rice fields, orchards, 
and vegetable plots.  She also created Ivoloina’s 
first insect collection and taught Christian and 
Veronique pinning techniques. 

One of the most useful things that Maddie 
discovered during her short time at the farm was the 
presence of assassin bugs preying on herbivorous 
insects in the vegetable garden. A key part of IPM 
is the practice of introducing and/or encouraging 

carnivorous insects to 
help control herbivorous 
pest insects. Therefore, 
the knowledge that this 
is already occurring 
naturally is useful and in 
the future methods can 
be developed to increase 
assasin bug populations 
in the garden. Christian 
hopes to continue 
carrying out the work that 
Maddie started.

SPOTLIGHT ON
MALAGASY FAUNA
Lemurs Named Most 
Endangered Mammal in the World
 
Members of the IUCN Primate Specialist Group 
met in Tana the week of July 9th for a ‘Lemur Red-
Listing and Conservation-Planning Workshop’ 
to reassess lemur populations in the wild.  They 
have concurred that at least 90% of lemur species 
should be on the Red List of Threatened Species.  

So far, according to these experts, 23 lemur species 
currently qualify as Critically Endangered, 52 are 
Endangered and 19 are Vulnerable to extinction. 
These numbers are up from the previous lemur 
assessment conducted in 2008 which listed 
eight species as Critically Endangered, 18 as 
Endangered, and 14 as Vulnerable.  Around 45 
per cent of lemur species - all nocturnal - are still 
‘data deficient’. 

There is great concern about the survival of the 
lemurs given the increased rate of deforestation, 
illegal logging, and lemur poaching since the 
political crisis began in 2009.  An estimated 
100,000 rosewood and ebony trees were taken 
from Masoala and Marojejy National Parks in 
2009 alone. More lemurs are being killed for 
bushmeat now than ever, and local people are 
starting to seek out species not traditionally 
hunted, such as blue-eyed black and sportive 
lemurs. 

SPOTLIGHT ON
MALAGASY FLORA
Soanierana-Ivongo’s Special Tree 
Sakoambanditra is a large tree in the plant family 
called Anacardiaceae or the Mango family.  It is 
remarkable for its large fleshy, sour fruits, and 
also because some trees are male and some are 
female.  It grows only along Madagascar’s east 
coast where it is very rare and threatened by 



the loss of its forest habitat and by exploitation 
for timber.  Only a few trees survive close to 
Soanierana-Ivongo.  

Poupartiopsis spodiocarpus was discovered in 
1958 by researchers in Andavaniobe, a small 
village five km south of Soanierana Ivongo in the 
northeastern part of Madagascar. In March 2007, 
researchers from MFG and MBG went there to 
collect seeds as part of the ex-situ regeneration 
of the threatened species project financed by the 
National Geographic Society. 

Through interviews with villagers, researchers 
found just one tree with mature fruits in the 
forest of Andoharano,  7 km from Andavaniobe. 
They found some young plants as well. These 
researchers brought back five young plants and 25 
seeds to Ivoloina Park. 

After being maintained at the nursery, the plants 
and seeds gave 24 new shoots of which three 
were replanted in front of the mayor’s office in 
Soanierana Ivongo (where a local man continues 
to care for them).  The rest were planted in 
Ivoloina and are growing well.      
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