
Another Trimester Full of 
Activities  by Dr. An Bollen 
Working at the Madagascar Fauna 
Group is always eventful! Another 
semester has passed by and again 
there are a multitude of activities, 
new partnerships, and opportunities 
as well as challenges to deal with. 
The MFG team is getting increasingly 
independent which allows us to further 
evolve/progress our program. 

So in a nutshell what happened ….? 

• The annual MFG Steering Committee 
meeting was held at Brookfield Zoo 
in Chicago in early August. As every 
year, our program and budget was 
presented and discussed and it was 
very comforting to see that despite a 
global economic crisis and national 
political crisis in Madagascar, our 
members stay very supportive to our 
program and activities. We are very 
fortunate to have a group of very loyal, 
motivated, inspiring members which 
allows us to continue our program, 
for which we give many thanks! 
• Another training for our nursery 
workers was held at Ambodirafia in 
August. As a follow up of our training 
in Fontsimavo, Mitsinjo, a Malagasy 
association based in Andasibe, 
provided details on actual planting of 
the trees according the rules of Forest 
Restoration.
• Together with Madagascar National 
Parks, we organized a visit for 
the mayors of Ambodiriana and 
vice-mayor of Sahambala into the 
Betampona Reserve, who were able to 
see for the first time the 

biodiversity present there with their own 
eyes. We feel this visit will encourage 
them even more to assist us in our 
mission of biodiversity conservation. 
• Another year of Saturday Schools 
is completed. On three consecutive 
Saturdays in October the awards 
were handed out for the best and 
most motivated schools. Last week 
we organized our selection test for 
the school year 2009-2010 and the 
students started on 7th November. 
We will report shortly on our new 
Saturday school in Tamatave that will 
have its official opening next week. 
• Another two environmental camps 
were organized in September, with 
58 students attending from 8 different 
high schools. A lot more ‘educative’ 
animation was included compared to 
our previous camps and the results 
were excellent. 96% to 98% passed 
the environmental exam after a week 
immersion in different modules set 
up by our CEE team. As always, 
the campfire was very animated and 
included creative interpretations of what 
the students identify as main challenges 
and their response to it. We hope these 
newly formed green ambassadors 
will spread the take-home messages 
around them for many years to come. 
• Our training program at ICTC is 
currently under revision and two 
participative sessions were held with the 
president fokontany and tangalamena 
of surrounding villages in Ivoloina 
in order to identify what their 
needs are, and see 
how we 

can best address these to make sure our 
trainings have an even stronger impact 
in the long run.
• September- October 2009 birth 
season: 5 new born Varecia variegata 
(including a pair of free ranging twins), 
one Eulemur macaco flavifrons and 
one freeranging Eulemur rubriventer. 
Unfortunately, one newborn Varecia 
variegata died in its nest shortly after 
being born. Look at more birth news 
from the wild in Betampona in the 
article from Emily Mertz. 
• For the 3rd year in a row, Paul 
Loiselle from WCS and the New York 
Aquarium visited us at Ivoloina and 
training was organized for the GRENE 
students, including both presentations, 
a debate at university, as well as hands 
on capturing and identifying fish in 
Parc Ivoloina. This year we also invited 
other partners such as the Regional 
Branch of Fisheries Ministry, APDRA, 
Campus Paysans and MBG to talk about 
potential collaboration on breeding and 
protecting endemic fish species. To be 
continued….

Photos on next page.

Politics
On the political front Madagascar is still 
in limbo and on round X of negotiations 
– we have stopped counting. (Power 
sharing deal agreed to late Friday, 
November 6 in Addis Ababa. - Editor) 
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Mayors visit Betampona

Environmental Camps

Paul Loiselle from WCS with GRENE Students and new Educational Poster

Little Varika Illustration
See story in this issue



Action on Illegal Logging
The new Minister of Environment and 
Forests, an army colonel, has taken 
action with regards to illegal trade 
and traffic of precious woods and 
several containers got confiscated, 
even in Tamatave harbour. Involved 
people lost their jobs and military are 
helping to control the situation in the 
North. However, we see in and around 
Betampona that logging and hunting 
continues so we hope these first efforts 
will be continued in all hotspots with 
a more strict law enforcement system 
to discourage people from continuing 
their illegal activities. 

On the Trail of Little Varika 
Thanks to Leila Lambert, Sebastien 
Welsch, and Mme Marceline, a new 
tale has come to life. Little Varika was 
especially developed for the MFG and 
in particular Parc Ivoloina. It tells the 
story of a young black and white ruffed 
lemur that needs to flee from its forest 
because of bushfires, deforestation, 
hunting, water pollution, and other 
problems. Little Varika then arrives in 
Ivoloina and hears from our animals 
how the environmental challenges 
are being addressed here and how 
conservation thrives in these forests. 
Ami Lee, a Canadian-Korean artist 
was so kind to illustrate this tale in 
five beautiful drawings. This tale was 
first used in verbal/oral form during 
World Environment Day in June for 
groups of children. They followed a 
trail through the Zoo, around the lake, 
via the ICTC lab, the picnic place and 
the CEE guided by the story. We also 
printed postcards with the drawings 
and now a small booklet with adapted 
written version allows for people to go 
on a tour through Ivoloina following 
the footsteps of Little Varika. We are 
working on an English translation so 
you’ll hear more about it soon.
We are very grateful to our three 
good friends for creating, telling and 
visualizing this tale that will without a 
doubt continue to live in our Parc! 

MISAOTRA BETSAKA

Environmental Awareness Raising

New Partnership with Radio 
VONIO’s Madame Marceline 
Since World Environment Day, we 
have had the pleasure of working with 
a local star/celebrity, Mme Marceline. 
Radio Vonio broadcasts in Tamatave 
and the rural surroundings. She is very 
well known in the bush which is where 
Radio Vonio is extremely popular. We 
first got to know Marceline when she 
and Sebastien Welsch told the story of 
Little Varika in a very lively way in 
front of the audience at Parc Ivoloina.

Madame Marceline

After this, we asked her to assist us 
with raising awareness of the ecodrama 
Madagascar has been facing during 
the crisis this year. During one month, 
on Wednesdays and Saturdays, she 
helped us spread messages, explaining 
the ongoing environmental problems 
and  pointing out the relevance of 
these forest ecosystems and the impact 

they will have on the daily life of 
everyone and what needs to be done 
to avoid further degradation. She 
explains, she writes tales, and asks 
questions to the audience that she 
then answers in her next broadcast. 

Marceline has the energy of four and 
a great charisma. Recently we decided 
to enhance our distribution of prizes 
of the Saturday School Program in 
Ivoloina, Ambodiriana and Sahambala 
in October with her presence and that 
of her group of traditional dancers. She 
captured the attention of the audience 
and was a great asset to these events. 

We thank Marceline for helping us in 
our mission and hope to continue this 
collaboration!



A New Team in Betampona

We have had some changes in our 
team in Betampona. First of all, due 
to increasing environmental impact in 
Betampona and the fact that our agents 
are often on tourneys for reforestation 
projects around the reserve or camping 
for research or patrols in the reserve, 
it was thought wise to have a guard 
at Rendrirendry to ensure a constant 
presence. 

Joel has been helping the MFG as 
a porter for many years and lives 
in Rendrirendry Annexe, so he was 
the obvious choice. He joined us in 
September 2009. 

After many years of service with the 
MFG, Celestin went on retirement and 
his son Olivier also left the team earlier 
this year. We are grateful to Celestin for 
his work with the MFG. Recently, we 
selected two new field agents, Honore 
Alex and Jean Honore, who joined our 
team on 1st October. 

Honore Alex was a teacher at the 
primary school in Ambodirafia and thus 
already very familiar with our activities 
and interested to be part of the team. 

Jean Honore was a teacher in 
Amporoforo and recently based in 
Ambodiriana. We only found out 
later that he is the son of Velosonona 
our night guard and animal keeper in 
Ivoloina. Both Honores are currently 
familiarizing themselves to the work, 
the biodiversity of Betampona, and 
different programs of MFG. We are 
happy to have them on board. 

Welcome All! 
TONGA SOA

Guest Commentary

When we first heard about Ivoloina the 
picture of what to expect was rather 
vague. All this suddenly changed when 
one taxi took the small road into the 
park. Lush vegetation and quietness 
encountered us – something every 
megacity dweller will appreciate. 
The friendliness and helpful kindness 
of all staff was the next blessing from 
reception to management. 
The neat and professional office and 
helpful staff in Tamatave immediately 
created the impression that something 
special was going on at Ivoloina. We 
were not disappointed. The different 
departments are well organized and 
create a fresh input into the economy 
and nature conservation of Madagascar. 
The nursery invites to establish the 
beautiful flora of Malagasy forests. 
We appreciated the work done on 
conserving the lemurs. It would be a 
sad day should these creatures become 
extinct. May there be success in 
increasing the numbers of the different 
species of lemurs, chameleons and 
others only found in Madagascar. 
Excitement fills the air when one looks 
at the important focus of the whole 
park concerning the education of the 
students! This investment should 
reap a wonderful crop of enthusiastic 
Malagasy adults contributing to 
conserving the lemurs as well as nature 
conservation in general in the future.
This is a worthwhile trip every visitor 
to Madagascar should make, sleep 
over, enjoy the tropical evenings, night 
skies and sounds.

Dries and Rentia Pauley
South Africa
Ivoloina 28 – 31 October 2009



Tortoise Matters
By Fidisoa RASAMBAINARIVO

Any visitor of the Ivoloina Zoological 
Park will say that we have way too 
many tortoises, which is true. Ivoloina 
Zoological Park is currently hosting 
more than 300 individuals from 3 
species: the spider tortoises (Pyxis 
planicauda), the very rare plougshare 
tortoise (Astrochelys yniphora) and 
the radiated tortoises (Astrochelys 
radiata). 
Most of these tortoises were confiscated 
at the borders from people who 
heartlessly wanted to sell them abroad. 
All of these tortoises are not originating 
from the very humid climate on the east 
coast of Madagascar which can favor 
diseases and nutritional imbalances. 
Madagascar Fauna Group aims at 
conserving endangered species and 
offering the best care available for the 
animals under its care. Sometimes this 
means translocating the animals to a 
more appropriate facility. Multiple 
partnerships are set up to offer these 
tortoises better care and home closer to 
their natural habitat.

For example, the ploughshare tortoise: 
one of the rarest tortoises on the 
planet originates from the west part of 
Madagascar around the Baly bay. It is 
listed on the Red list of the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature 
as critically endangered. Scientists 
believe that there are currently less than 
200 alive in the wild that are threatened 
mostly by habitat loss and illegal 
hunting. MFG member Durrell Wildlife 
Conservation Trust has established the 
ploughshare tortoise as one of their 
priority species and are running a 
breeding and reintroduction program 
on the west coast of Madagascar. 

For the welfare of the only ploughshare 
tortoise held at the Ivoloina Zoological 
Park, it was decided that this animal 
will be transferred to the Ampijoroa 
Chelonian Breeding Center by the end 
of this year.

Similarly, translocation plans for the 
radiated tortoises are being made to 
send them south to the ASE SOPTOM 
Village des tortues in Mangily Ifaty. 

This center is specialized in the care 
and breeding of radiated tortoises 

and provides a home to confiscated 
tortoises. By setting up this partnership, 
Madagascar Fauna Group is helping 
tortoises all around Madagascar.

Beny Weighing a Radiated Tortoise



 

Propithecus news from our researcher on site in
Betmpona – Emily MertZ
Simpona, Propithecus diadema diadema, is a rare lemur in
Betampona with estimates lingering around 20 to 30
individuals. The good news is the population is increasing. As
part of her PhD research Emily Mertz has been following two
groups of radio collared simpona. One group ranges in the
south closer to Piste Principal and Piste Preaseape and the
other farther north towards Piste Sahakoho (Figure 1). The
Sahakoho group is composed of two females (Ruth and Claire)
and one male (Gus). Both females have given birth – Claire in
June to Henry and Ruth in September to Thomas. Henry is now
showing off his red and grey color patterns while riding on
mom’s back and has been exploring new foods as he ventures
away from Claire for brief moments. Thomas is still all hands
and feet riding comfortably inmom’s ventral “hip pocket” but
is rapidly growing. In July, August, and September the group
would often split with Ruth (radio collared) going her separate
way from Gus and Claire a majority of the day. More recently
the group has been traveling, foraging, and resting together
which is great because it allows observations of both infants.
Sadly, since the initial writing of this, Claire has been
observed without Henry. It is unknown how or when Henry
died. Thomas is still doing well and we are hopeful for his
survival.

Figure 1. Ranges of simpona groups

The second group of simpona being followed is composed of
one male (Sam) (Figure 2), one female (Alice) and one
juvenile (Olive). Olive was born June 2008 and is doing well
traveling, foraging, and resting cohesively with Sam and
Alice.

In other Simpona news, as shown in the photos below, a
camera trap placed in the northern part of Betakonona
captured one individual on film (finally!). This individual is
one of a group of five that inhabits this area.

Figure 2. Sam resting on a branch. Photo by Emily Mertz



TWO MALES BORN!
September 20, 2009

Nés ce :
Samedi 20 Septembre 2009
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